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Calendar of Events 
September 3  5:30 PM TABLE TALK, Thursday evening at Alice Bryant’s home, 2408 Alexander, Richland, 

375-0189 – All members welcome!  Light meal provided ($3 donations towards 
food) - see article for topics 

September 10 6:30 PM ENERGY AND CLIMATE STUDY GROUP meeting - see article for details 
September 17  5:30 PM BOARD MEETING – All members welcome to participate.  

Ginger and Ellyn to provide light meal 
September & October  VOTER SERVICE FORUMS  
September 28, 29 & 30 REGISTER VOTERS – CBC  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
 
We will have celebrated Women's Equality Day by the 
time you read this, and found out about the new law 
allowing felons, who have served their time and are 
making an effort to pay off any fines, to register to vote.   
 
Next we will hear the County Treasurer talk at the Table 
Talk at 5:30 on September 3rd.  At that time we will also 
do some yearly planning, and, I hope, hear what is going 
on in our health care reform group.  Lots to talk about! 
 
An issue that concerns me, and was mentioned in the 
Tri-City Herald, is the low voter-turn-out this past 
election.  Is it a matter of too little, too late information 
about the candidates?   Are mail-in ballots helpful or 
not?   Too many elections?  How can we make a 
difference?   I would like to talk about this sometime 
and share ideas.  We want well-informed citizens and 
we want them to vote.  
 
Ginger Vetrano 
President, vetrano@charter.net or 735-4248 
 
 

LOCAL LEAGUE 
SEPTEMBER TABLE TALK ɀ Thursday, September 
3rd 4ÁÂÌÅ 4ÁÌË ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ !ÌÉÃÅ "ÒÙÁÎÔȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎ 
Richland.   There are three subjects being discussed 
that evening:   
¶ Duane Davidson, Benton County Treasurer will 

present the Citizen Centric Report for Benton 
County.  Citizen-Centric Government Task Force 
suggested that governments should publish an 

annual state-of-the-government report to its 
citizens, providing understandable information 
regarding the financial condition of the 
government.  The Task Force believes that the 
report would make governments more 
accountable to their citizens and would help 
Americans become more educated citizens, who 
are better able to participate in government 
activities. 

¶ Susan Kayser and Kathy Utz will provide an 
update on Health Care Reform and let members 
know what our League is undertaking to help 
inform our members and, eventually, the 
community. 

¶ Input will be requested to help develop the 
calendar of events for our League year.  

A light meal will be provided.  $3 is a suggested 
contribution toward the meal. 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
2009-2010 dues can be paid by sending them to:  

LWV B-F, Attention- Helen LaDouceur, PO Box 

765, Richland 99352. 

 

One new member joined at the picnic. Please 

welcome Theresa LoPresti from Richland.  

Membership materials were available at the picnic 

and guests were encouraged to join. 

 

We have 50 members according to the August 

financial report.  
 

mailto:vetrano@charter.net
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COMMITTEE PLANNING ɀ August 20 several 
members met to plan the committee work load for 
the coming year.  A calendar of events will be 
developed from this information and sent to you as 
soon as approval.  More input will be requested 
during the Table Talk evening. 
 
PICNIC ɀ August 26 LWVB-F celebrated WÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
Equality Day with Steve Lowe, Franklin County 
Prosecuting Attorney speaking on the recent change 
in the law regarding felonsȭ right to vote.  Voting 
rights can be requested to be restored once the felon 
is released from prison if they are current on paying 
their fines and restitution.  Should they fall behind on 
payments, their rights can be revoked.  Being able to 
vote helps former inmates feel more connected to the 
community. 
 
 

 
 

Setting Up (before all the food arrived) 
 

 

 
 

Listening to Speaker Steve Lowe 
 

VOLUNTEER AT THE FAIR – Signature gathering for 
the County seat move took place during the Benton 
Franklin Fair.  Thanks to those of you who helped. 
 
 
VOTER SERVICE 
Election season is always a busy one for League.  For 
many years we worked with Charter Communica-
tions to present forums that were replayed many 
times before the election.  More recently we have 
joined with the Tri-City Herald, local Chambers, 
Charter and CBC to plan forums for our area.  
Calendar: 
TC Regional Chamber9/17  5-8:30 Local Races 
 9/21   6-8:30 Legislative Race 
     These will be held at the new Chamber office by 
the Convention Center. 
 
Pasco Chamber  9/? Noon Local16th District 
     Watch your email for details 
 
Richland  9/24    6:00 pm at the Library 
West Richland 10/7 11:30 am at the 

Sandberg Event Center 
     We are trying to schedule additional forums for 
week of October 12th for the Pasco and 16th district 
races and the Kennewick races. 
     We need volunteers to collect questions, greet 
candidates, keep time and put out fresh water.  It is 
always interesting to meet the candidates and watch 
them in person.  If you are willing to help at any of 
the forums, contact Marilyn Perkins 783-8610 or 
perkinsjohn@msn.com.    
 
 
REGISTERING STUDENT VOTERS -  
Columbia Basin College has requested our help 
registering student voters during Constitution Week 
(September 28ɀOctober 1).   They would like us to 
staff 3 tables at various locations on campus during 
the following times:  Monday 9/28 from 8 to 11 AM / 
Tuesday 9/29 from 11 AM to 2 PM / and Wednesday 
9/30 from 4:30 to 5:30 PM. ɀ  requiring 6 people to 
work each shift.  Would you be willing to spend 3 or 
more hours helping?  No experience necessary.  
Contact Ginger or Marilyn. 
 
 
OBSERVER CORPS CONTINUES IN 2009-10 
Quoting from the LWVUS webÓÉÔÅȟ Ȱ"ÁÓÉÃ ÔÏ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ 
League activity in a community is an understanding 
ÏÆ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔÓ ×ÏÒËȢȱ  /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÏÌÓ 

mailto:perkinsjohn@msn.com
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used by the League of Women Voters to achieve this 
understanding is an active Observer Corps.   
 
Several local League members participate in the 
Corps and attend meetings of public organizations in 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔȢ  4ÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ 
to other League members on organization activities, 
especially those pertinent to League programs and 
positions.  Their information is to be factual and non-
judgmental and present various sides of an issue.  
Thus, we all stay informed and decisions can be made 
as to whether further League actions are desirable.   
 
From time to time, television and radio stations and 
the newspaper provide information about some 
organizations and most of us pay close attention.  
However, many other meetings occur with little or no 
observation or public dissemination of information 
about organization activities.  If you have a particular 
interest in a subject or an organization, please 
consider becoming an Observer Corps member so 
that more organizations can be covered.   
 
To learn more about the Corps and organizations 
without Observers, please contact Helen LaDouceur, 
Observer Corps Committee Chair [627-3218 or 
hel.lou@gte.net].  
 
 
Observer Corps Report:  At the recent Kennewick 
Planning Commission workshop the Commission 
received a report from a consultant who was hired to 
work on the Bridge to Bridge, River to Railroad project.  
It is one of the highest priorities of the Planning 
Commission.  A study was done in 2003, which involved 
the Urban Design Assistance Team (UDAT), and many 
Tri-Citians.   Nothing happened.  This consultant is trying 
to build up enough consensus in the community to 
make something happen.  The City and the Port are 
working on plans that overlap.  If they work together on 
one plan, it will save time and money. 
 
 
ENERGY AND CLIMATE STUDY GROUP 
PLANNED TOPICS FOR FALL 2009 – SPRING 2010 
The Energy and Climate Group is studying the 
current mix of energy in the Tri-Cities, projected 
future needs, and the potential impact of climate 
change on future energy needs.  A planning meeting 
will be held Thursday, September 10th, 6:30 pm to 8 
pmȟ ÁÔ %ÌÌÙÎ -ÕÒÐÈÙȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎ ÎÏÒÔÈ 2ÉÃÈland (203 
Enterprise Drive in north Richland).  We will discuss 

the series of information meetings that will be held 
throughout the year that will culminate in a final 
report.  
 
Proposed meetings include: 
1. Meeting with local energy delivery officials (e.g., 

City of Richland, Benton PUD, Franklin PUD, and 
Benton Rural Electric Assoc.).  The purpose of 
this meeting is to gain an understanding of the 
current energy baseline for the Tri-Cities. 

2. Tour the Bioproducts Science and Engineering 
Laboratory at WSU Tri-Cities to learn about the 
potential of biofuels in our area. 

3. Methane capture from landfills or dairy farms. 
4. Solar energy potential for our area.  Possibly tour 

a home equipped with solar and/or speaker from 
the Benton County PUD. 

5. Wind energy potential for our area. 
6. Hydroelectric energy with emphasis on future 

planning and growth. 
7. Nuclear energy potential for growth. 
8. Fossil energy ɀ tour the Boardman coal plant? 
9. Impact of climate change on our energy resources 
ɀ regional climate modeling presentation. 

 
The goal of the planning meeting will be to schedule 
these meetings and derive a series of questions on 
each topic.  We started this last spring, so the meeting 
should not take too long.  Please call Ellyn Murphy 
(daytime 375-5914, evenings 375-3290) or email at 
ellyn.murphy@pnl.gov if you have questions. 
 
Directions to 203 Enterprise Drive:  North on George 
Washington Way to Snyder (boat ramp street); turn 
east or right on Snyder; turn south or right on Benton 
Ave; BeÎÔÏÎ ÅÎÄÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÏÎÅ ÂÌÏÃË ÉÎ Á Ȱ4ȱ 
intersection; you will be facing a brown ranch-style 
ÈÏÕÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ %ÌÌÙÎȭÓ ÈÏÍÅȢ 
 
 
HEALTH CARE REFORM STUDY GROUP 
(ÅÁÌÔÈÃÁÒÅ 2ÅÆÏÒÍȣ7ÈÁÔ Á ÄÅÂÁÔÅȦ 
 
It has been eight months since our local League 
undertook a study of the proposed health care 
overhaul.  In January we viewed a PBS Frontline 
ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÁÒÙȟ Ȱ3ÉÃË !ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒlÄȱȟ and many 
ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÅÅÎ ȰSick Around AmericaȱȢ  ,ÉÔÔÌÅ ÄÉÄ ×Å 
know HOW MUCH more informationɂsome accurate 
and some not so muchɂwas going to be 
forthcoming!  In early Spring we met and suggested 
all the ways we would like our health care system to 

mailto:hel.lou@gte.net
mailto:ellyn.murphy@pnl.gov
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work better for usɂthe ȰÐÁÔÉÅÎÔȱ, otherwise known 
ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÒȱȢ  7Å ÁÌÌ ÈÁÄ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÅÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÄ Á 
little self-survey that showed our individual average 
yearly cost for health care was $8670.  Ouch!  We 
now know that we are a part of the mainstream as far 
as costs are concerned right here in the Tri-Cities. 
 
As a group we sought to feel a way forwardɂwe 
encouraged each other to visit this web site and view 
that program, and we even developed a list of health 
care entities that we could/should visit/learn 
aboutɂand  thanks to Paula Garland for being the 
recorder that evening, we have proof that it was 
mighty longɂ34 names are on that list!! 
 
The summer was filled with Congress doing its 
darnedest to get something introduced and the 
House of Representatives did that with HB 3200, 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ !ÆÆÏÒÄÁÂÌÅ (ÅÁÌÔÈ #ÈÏÉÃÅÓ !ÃÔ ÏÆ ςππωȢ  4ÈÅ 
Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
committee passed the Affordable Health Choices Act.  
The provisions in that bill will be combined with 
whatever bill the Senate Finance Committee 
produces. 
 
The future debate will continue to be a heated one, I 
am sure, if what we are seeing and reading now is 
any indication.  Too often fear of the future leads us 
to choose the familiar, as flawed as it may be. 
 
4ÏÄÁÙ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÁÇÕÅȭÓ 
PositionɂȰ4ÈÅ LWV, a nonpartisan political 

organization, encourages the informed and active 
participation of citizens in government and 
influences public policy through education and 
ÁÄÖÏÃÁÃÙȢȱ  )Ô ÉÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅȢ 
 
Watch the VOTER and other communications coming 
your way.  There will be a call to action, and I am 
sure, you will want to answer! 
Susan Kayser, Chair 

 
 

STATE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
ACTION WORKSHOP(s) 
The State League will hold two Action Workshops 
again this year.  One is scheduled for November 7 in 
Kennewick and the second for November 21 in 
Bellevue.   This is the second year Benton-Franklin 
will host an Eastside Action Workshop.  More details 
will be shared as planning develops.  
 
 

NATIONAL LEAGUE OF WOMEN 
VOTERS 
LWVUS is now communicating with its membership 
entirely by electronic means.  This change was not 
only a financial decision but it provides information 
in a timely manner.  For members without a 
computer in your home, please consider viewing the 
www.lwv.org website next time you visit your public 
library.   

 

In Case You Missed It! 
 

The following links to ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓȟ %ÄÉÔÏÒÉÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ȰÓÔÕÆÆȱ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ 
can access the Internet and missed seeing these tidbits.  For those of you without computer access and 
the article sounds interesting, please contact me (627-5347) or the person listed and we will try to print 
it and mail it.  (This is not always possible since many times it could be a link to a video or no longer 
available.) 
 
Port of Kennewick ideas for enhancements between Columbia Drive and the river can be seen at http://www.tri-
cityherald.com/business/story/694650.html.  Readers also can voice their opinions using an online survey form provided 
at the same site.  Questions?  Contact Helen 
 
Click here to view a story regarding Women's Equality Day, commemorating the date that women got the right to vote in 
America 89 years ago on the Public News Service RSS site and access an audio version of this and other stories: 
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/10245-1 

http://www.lwv.org/
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/business/story/694650.html
http://www.tri-cityherald.com/business/story/694650.html
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/10245-1

