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INTRODUCTION 

 
The committee preparing this report has been meeting monthly since September 2007.  Right away 
we all agreed that this would be a study in ñreal time.ò  You will not find much background information 
here.  We are concentrating on the here and now. 
 
We asked our South King County league members about their transportation habits and needs. We 
developed a questionnaire, and about 20 percent of our members replied along with a few from non-
Leaguers.  Most of the respondents are over 50 years old and are very concerned about the usability 
of public transportation as they contemplate the continuing cost of owning a car and the real 
possibility that they will have to give up driving. 
 
As part of the questionnaire we asked respondents to share their experiences with riding the bus.  
The committee also chose to ask respondents about how they currently travel to various venues - 
doctor, social services, bank, grocery shopping, Seattle Center, etc.  You can bet that most people go 
most places by car.  So we also asked, ñWhat would get you out of your car to use public 
transportation?ò and finally, ñWould you be able to live in your home without an automobile?ò   
 
Since our League encompasses such a large area and involves many cities, we decided to ask our 
local cities for some input.  We have summarized their responses, and have used some of their 
information related to commuter trip reduction.   Reporting commuter trip reduction strategies does 
help us see how local cities and businesses are working to reduce congestion, save fuel, and make 
mass transportation more convenient for their employees.  On the other hand, we confirmed that 
cities are as frustrated as we are with congestion issues, coordination issues, and the perpetual 
insufficiency of funds.  We asked our Vashon representative to weigh in with Vashonôs special 
concerns. 
 
Sound Transit offers, on a monthly basis, a bus tour of the new Light Rail construction, and several 
members took advantage of this opportunity.  Also, Metro has published its plans for use of the .1% 
gas tax, and from that we have extrapolated some information related to our area. 
 
The report includes information and suggestions for making the use of public transportation more 
successful.  Many public transportation options are described.  In some instances we could report 
only that there were no ready answers. 
 
Just as we were completing our report, Sound Transit announced that it was considering putting a 
ñtransit onlyò bond issue on the November ballot. The public was invited to weigh in on its priorities for 
transit as well as the wisdom of voting on this bond issue in November.   In the appendix you will find 
a list of the projects Sound Transit is contemplating. 
  
Finally, we have included the League of Women Voters of Washington position statements on 
transportation and the League of Women Voters of King County South position statements on 
transportation and growth management.  The King County South league is currently evaluating these 
positions in light of changing transportation realities. 
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MEMBERS/CITIZENS RESPOND TO PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION QUESTIONNAIRE 

Summary of responses 
For the most part, those completing the survey do not believe they can do without a car, taxi or some 
friendly help to access the public transportation system.  This includes both day and night.   
 
There is a desire to use public transportation, but routes, connections and schedules make use 
difficult, especially in outlying areas. When asked about living in their homes when they can no longer 
drive, respondents say they will be able to stay in their homes only if they greatly limit their travel or if 
low cost and reliable transportation services are conveniently available for them to use.  (See 
Appendix for a copy and compilation of this survey.)  
 
Anecdotes from responses 
 
I live without a car. Occasionally restricted: either walk, take a cab, or donôt go.  Often go to matinee 
opera rather than evening because of bus. 
 
A trip from Auburn to Meany Theatre (on UW campus) for a concert at 7:30 p.m. begins at 4:20 p.m. 
and involves three different buses.  Leaving from venue to home at 9 p.m., I depart the last of the 
three buses at 11:02.  If a bus runs late, next bus will not be waiting. 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
I took the link tour on October 26, 2007 and traveled to Seattle by bus/returned to Kent by train. 
Used Metro ñTrip Plannerò which offered multiple options with prices.  Although I intended to park at 
the Auburn Park and Ride, the Planner showed I would avoid one transfer by using Kent Station. 
 
Bus 150 from Kent at 10:10 a.m. took me to near to the start of the Light Rail tour.  Bus cost $1.25.  
(A later bus, recommended by the Trip Planner, might have made me late for the tour.) Looked for a 
restroom.  Gave up.   
 
Tour ended shortly after 2 p.m.  I walked to the Sounder Station (several blocks) and took a 3:15 train 
to Kent.  Arrived 3:59.  Bathrooms on the train!  Train cost $3.50. 
 
General comments: Public transportation stations should have bathrooms.  Articulated buses should 
have some way to prevent passenger from sliding across aisle.  Single bus ride is relaxing; too many 
transfers very tiresome.  Ed. Note: Federal Way Transit Center has remodeled and reopened rest 
rooms across from the security office.  Hours are 9-5 on weekdays only. 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
I donôt drive.  Depend upon rides from friends.  Occasionally use the ACCESS bus but the timing is 
difficult to judge and trips are often quite long. 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
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Nearest bus is three miles. No sidewalks. When I volunteer, I carry a projector and supplies with me.  
If I could not drive, staying in our present home would be awkward and expensive.  Would need to 
take a cab, ACCESS, or rely on friends.  Bus security is a continuing concern, especially at night. 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
I take bus 190 express into Seattle twice a month.  I can get on it in the Star Lake Park and Ride at 
272nd at 7:30 a.m. and it arrives at Jackson St. about 8:10. 190 runs only during peak time.  I return 
on bus 194 which does not enter the Park and Ride but it is handy to get off near the car.  I have to 
be careful to read the schedule because every other one does not go further south than the airport.  
This return trip is usually very crowded and cramped with suitcases, etc. 

If I go north in the middle of the day, I take the 194 and have to walk from the Park and Ride under 
the freeway and onto the ramp.  Dirty and dreary with cars causing a breeze.  Both of these use the 
downtown bus tunnel.  To avoid that walk under the freeway I have on occasion driven to Kent 
Station to take Bus 150 so that I can get on and off from the same parking place.  I could board the 
Sounder from there, but in the middle of the day there would be no Sounder and I would have to 
return to Kent Station on a bus. 
 
To go to Boeing Field I took the Bus 174 from the Redondo Park and Ride on Highway 99 and 274th. 
There are two loading sites there to confuse you.  I must speak to Metro about having to cross grass 
to get to the second one. Coming home from the election training center is a little primitive because of 
the location of the bus stop.  It has been pretty crowded. 
 
I am able to get to Seattle on Bus 152.  It stops on 272nd, about four blocks from my home. 
 
Need more buses at busy times.  Star Lake Road needs walking space on each side. 
 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 
So you want to go to the Mariners game on the bus? 
 
Make sure your bus goes to Safeco Field when you get on.  Then, the most important question for 
you to ask the driver is ñWhere will I pick up this bus to return home from the game?ò  Listen to the 
answer very carefully, and reconfirm what you heard.  The bus number may be slightly different and 
you must be prepared that the bus will be redirected to a different north-south arterial from its usual 
route.  
 
Try to have the bus schedule for every conceivable route to your home destination. Then at least you 
will know all the route numbers, so you can ask others and check the stops on Bus Way, 6th or 4th 
Avenues.   Special game day buses for Qwest Field as well as Safeco operate from and to the 
Federal Way Transit Center and the Kent and Des Moines Park and Rides. 
 

Do not stand on 1st Avenue, day or night, and expect to get a bus after the game, for they all will be 
rerouted.   
 
Itôs hard to admit that, in the midst of thousands of people and buses going every which way, you 
have LOST YOUR BUS.  If all else fails, call the Metro Transit Customer Service line on your cell 
phone. (206-553-3000, and donôt wait for the recorded message to finish.  Punch in ñ0" immediately. ) 
A live person will help you find your way.  By the way, when they tell you to wait at the bus stop on 4th  
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and Royal Brougham, understand that there is no stop there.  It is a long half-block south and takes 
some imagination to find. 
 
The plus side to taking the bus to a weekday daytime game: Step off the bus on the way to Safeco 
Field, and you will be greeted with a sign, ñGame Parking  $30.ò 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
The lack of express buses from the Burien Park and Ride between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. is a real 
problem.  If one has medical/dental appointments in downtown Seattle, one hardly wants to make 
them at rush hour.  (In the middle of day, buses do get one downtown, but the ride is more than twice 
as long as on an express.)  Almost any bus running north and south through Seattle will not go very 
far east, so transferring is common. Even in daytime, some downtown bus stops feel unsafe. 
Cheaper taxis, anyone, for the times one would like to go out in the evening and not be concerned 
about weather or safety? 
 
Burien Transit Centerôs parking facilities are severely strained.  It is almost impossible to find a space 
after 10 a.m.  There ought to be a user survey for those who use the facility.   
 

     
 
The biggest problem, even if I could get somewhere on the bus, is getting home when it is dark.  I do 
not feel safe walking from the bus to my house in the dark. 
ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
I did some hypothetical trips, and hereôs what I found: 
 
Leaving from my home in Des Moines:  

 

 For a 9:45 a.m. meeting at St. Marksô cathedral in Capitol Hill, I would have to leave home at 
7:25 a.m. and transfer twice.  Home at about 3. 
 

 For a memorial service in West Seattle at 11 a.m. the trip would have taken two hours each 
way and involved two or three transfers    
 

 For a 2 p.m. dental appointment north of the University (35th N.E. and N.E. 75th) I would have 
had to leave home at 10:30 a.m. and transferred three times. 
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 I could get to the Federal Way League meeting at 7 by leaving home at 5:30 p.m., transferring 
three times and walking ¼ mile.  However, I could not get home until 11:30 p.m. because no 
bus leaves until 10 p.m.  Three transfers and walking at both ends of the trip ï I would never 
do that. 

Riding the bus takes knowledge and planning.  Hereôs hoping these tips will help 

Using the King County Metro Transit Trip Planner - See Appendix for detailed information on planning 

a bus trip with Metro using the internet or the phone.  Links with the Sounder train included. 

Donôt assume! Donôt expect that the bus you rode six months ago will have the same number or use 
the same route.  Pick up new bus schedules wherever you can.  Call MetroTransit and ask.  Check 
Metro Transit on the computer.  Park and Ride bus stops have posted schedules for all the buses that 
stop there.  Sound Transit has bus routes that intersect with Metro routes you already know.  Really, 
there are more and better bus routes all the time (except where you need them, of course)! 
 
Did you know?  If you take the bus somewhere, asking for a transfer when you board, you may return 
on that transfer if you will return by the time indicated on the transfer.  Most of the transfers seem to 
give you three hours. 
 
Did you know? You do not need to be in a wheelchair to ask the bus driver to lower the lift for you.  
You do not even need to be carrying a cane.  If you cannot manage the steps without great difficulty, 
ask! 
 
Did you know?  Bus stops in the downtown alternate the bus routes they serve.  For example, if you 
want a #121, you may not find it at one stop on 3rd Ave., but go to the next stop and you will.  
 
Did you know?  Many Express routes do not run continually through the day and they do not run at all 
on weekends. For example, there is about a three-hour window where there is no Express service 
from or to Burien Park and Ride.  This means about double the time to get to or from downtown 
Seattle. 
 
The ñpublicò rides public transportation.  All kinds of folk ride the bus. Just as you would in any public 
area, take care of your belongings and protect your personal space.  Bus drivers do not put up with 
loud music or unruly behavior and will radio for assistance if they are not obeyed.  Much of the time, 
riding the bus can be an especially pleasant experience.  For example, you have time to look at the 
scenery, which you may rarely see during a car commute. 
 
Park and Rides are getting full.  Not sure what the solution is, but beware of the problem.  As gas 
prices rise, more and more people are taking the bus and the Sounder trains.  Park and Ride lots are 
filling up early.  Consider alternative parking possibilities.  You might get on the bus closer to home 
where you might be able to walk to the bus stop.  Identify other public spaces where you could 
comfortably park for a short period of time.  Also check with churches.  Some of them reserve a few 
spaces for park and ride folks. 
 
Many public transportation options exist beyond the bus, train, and light rail service with which we are 
most familiar.   A directory of these services can be found in the Appendix.  Even if you donôt plan to 
use these other options, reading about them may be enlightening. 
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METRO ï WHAT IT IS DOING WITH TAX INCREASE TO ENHANCE SERVICE 
 

(In the general election of November 2006, King County voters approved a one-tenth of one percent 
sales tax increase to improve and expand Metro transit service) 

 
The service improvements are concentrated in five key areas: 
 

1. Bringing new bus rapid transit service, under the name Rapid Ride, to five busy transportation 
corridors 

 
2. Offering more all-day, two-way service to high ridership routes that connect residential, 

business, and recreational centers 
 

3. Providing new bus service for growing residential areas. 
 

4. Forming partnerships with major employers and cities to add new service in rapidly expanding 
employment centers. 

 
5. Additional improvements such as expanded rideshare and paratransit services in King county. 

 
The first improvements occurred in early 2007 with additions to service on existing routes.  The 
remaining are longer-range improvements such as RapidRide, where the first corridor will begin in 
2010 and operate along Pacific Highway South between SeaTac and Federal Way.   
 
To support the increased service, Metro will add new buses to its fleet and replace aging buses over 
the next ten years.  Many of the new buses will be hybrid diesel-electric coaches with air conditioning, 
security cameras, ñSmart Cardò fareboxes, and the latest communications systems. 
 
For more on the implemented or planned improvements (called Transit Now) go to 
http://www.metrokc.gov/kcdot/transitnow/. 
 
 

LOCAL CITIES/AREAS RESPOND 
 
Summary of Cities survey 
 
Overall, transportation planning by cities is inadequate to the need for it.   The depth of planning by 
cities in south King County varies and is not necessarily related to the city's size.  Lack of predictable 
funding and rapid growth exacerbate traffic, congestion and noise pollution problems.  A water 
shortage looms.  Washington Department of Transportation (WADOT) is failing to keep up with 
maintenance and traffic growth.  Infrastructure is largely inadequate and no reliable funding is 
available for improvements.  Growth is outstripping the efforts to ameliorate problems.  North/south 
orientation needs east/west solutions as well to spread growth of usage outside of most congested 
areas.  Limited access to major north/south highways, i.e. SR 167, SR 169, I 405, impacts south King 
County cities.  Multiple counties and lack of schedule coordination leads to limited use of public 
transit.  High cost of housing impedes work-where-you-live efforts.  (For the copy and the compilation 
of the City Survey, see Appendix) 
 

http://www.metrokc.gov/kcdot/transitnow/
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THE CITY OF SEATAC - A CASE STUDY IN FACING CONGESTION ISSUES AND 

ENCOURAGING ALTERNATIVE MODES OF TRAVEL TO AND FROM WORK. 
(Excerpted from response to our city survey by Desmond Machuca, Public Works Programs 
Coordinator and Commute Trip Reductions Manager for the City of SeaTac) 
 
What new public transportation solutions are needed? 
Better utilization of what we have, as well as earlier trips and trips that run more often.  Safety and 
cleanliness are typical transit issues. 
 
Our airline and hospitality industries, and The Boeing Company sites, operate on seven day, 24-hour, 
rotating shifts with multiple start times. Over the years, we have requested earlier peak service, more 
frequent service and direct service because we have researched in detail information about our 
employees' work hours, home zip codes and commuting habits and identified these transit needs. In 
total, approximately 28,000 employees commute to and around SeaTac daily. Of these, more than 
35% commute from West Seattle, the East side, S. King County and Pierce County.  Buses that can 
accommodate a reasonable amount of carry-on baggage are needed for airport commuters 
 
The City of SeaTac will continue to advocate for more, earlier morning bus and train routes to 
accommodate our employersô early start times. Many employees, particularly in the Airport, report 
start times as early as 3:00 a.m. Staggered start times associated with the travel industry necessitate 
extended peak service from 2:30 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 
To make transit a viable option, commuters need to know they can go to a stop and wait for less than 
15 minutes for a connection. This is particularly important for commuters that are transferring. 
Currently peak service operates approximately every 25 to 30 minutes. 
. 
How many city employees? 
There are 189 employees at all City of SeaTac facilities including Fire and 19 seasonal/temporary 
employees. 
 
Parking adequate for them? 
Yes, parking is ample with a large surface parking lot with free employee and visitor parking at City 
Hall. Priority carpool and vanpool parking is also offered. 
 

      
    
Do you have any idea how many of them take public transit to work? 
About 10% of SeaTac employees use the bus to get to work at least 50% of their shifts.  
Another 10% carpool at least 50% of their shifts.   
 
32% compress their work weeks so they work nine days in two weeks instead of ten, reducing one 
trip every two weeks.  We also promote teleworking. 
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Are there incentive programs for them?  Vanpool? Subsidized Metro Pass? 

· The City of SeaTac provides preferential parking for high occupancy vehicles; 
· We provide commuter ride matching services to facilitate employee ride-sharing for commute 

trips; 
· We provide subsidies for transit fares (each employee may have a FlexPass for free transit ï 

bus, train) carpools, walk or bike ($30/month in Commuter Bonus Plus vouchers); 
· We allow flex-time work schedules to facilitate or encourage employeeôs use of transit, 

carpools or vanpools; 
· We coordinate with transportation providers to provide additional regular or express service to 

the worksite; 
· We provide bicycle parking facilities, lockers, changing areas, and showers for employees who 

bicycle or walk to work; 
· We provide guarantee ride home programs and emergency taxi service to employees 
· 

SeaTac Transportation Partnership 
The SeaTac Transportation Partnership (STTP) evolved out of a Commute Trip Reduction employer 
network group that has worked since 1992 to enhance commuting options to and around the City of 
SeaTac. Members include:  Alaska Airlines, Horizon Airlines, Northwest Airlines, United Airlines, Port 
of Seattle, Doubletree Hotel, Marriott International, HMS Host, Federal Bureau of Prisons, The Boeing 
Company, and the City of SeaTac; representing approximately 14,000 employees. 
 
The SeaTac Transportation Partnership works with businesses, civic organizations and residents to 
promote use of transit. We work closely with transit agencies to coordinate services, as well as with 
regional transportation partners to create a seamless system. We also advocate on behalf of SeaTac 
airport commuters to develop transit services that respond to existing/potential transit ridership, and 
changes in demographics and travel demand. 
 
    
 
 

   
 
 
City of SeaTac Commute Trip Reduction Plan 
In 2006, the Washington State Legislature passed the Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) Efficiency Act 
which requires local governments in those counties experiencing the greatest automobile-related air 
pollution and traffic congestion to develop and implement plans to reduce single-occupant vehicle 
trips. This plan has been prepared in accordance with RCW 70.94.521. 
 
The following is an excerpt from SeaTacôs Commute Reduction Plan, used here to illustrate 
the many options employers might consider to facilitate trip reductions. 
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POSSIBLE TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

AT SEATAC WORKSITES  

Product Description 

Alternative Work 

Schedules 

Compressed or flexible work schedules allowing employees to work longer 

hours in fewer days. 

Biking and 

Walking 

Alternative commute mode that can be subsidized. 

Business Use of 

Vans 

A program making Metro commuter vans available for use by employees 

(at that worksite) during the business day. 

Metro Commuter 

Bonus Vouchers 

A non-taxable voucher program that encourages employees to take the bus, 

a vanpool or a ferry. 

Metro Commuter 

Bonus Plus 

Vouchers 

A voucher program to encourage employees to commute by carpool, or 

walking and biking. 

Carpools 

 

Alternative commute mode that can be subsidized. 

Custom Bus 

 

A special service for areas with limited bus service. 

Employee 

Transportation 

Coordinator (ETC) 

Each major employer designates an employee to coordinate worksite TDM 

programs. 

ETC Network 

Group 

A group of ETCs that regularly meets to coordinate TDM programs 

between adjacent developments. 

Flex Pass 

 

A comprehensive discount pass program that can be customized to include 

commute incentives. 

Flex Time 

 

Employees vary their schedules in order to meet carpool, vanpool and bus 

schedules with management approval. 

Home Free 

Guarantee 

A program that ensures an emergency ride home for employees using 

alternative commute modes. 

Parking Cash-out 

 

A program for offering employees a choice between a subsidized parking 

space, and cash. 

Pass Subsidy 

 

A variety of options for businesses interested in purchasing employee 

transit passes. 

Preferential 

Parking 

Program that reserves worksite parking spaces for those employees 

commuting by carpool and van pool. 
Promotional 

Events 

Promoting the use of alternative commute modes at worksites through 

information distribution and prize drawings. 

Ridematch 

 

A computerized ridematching database and mapping service. 

Shuttle 

 

Employer-provided shuttle service to major transit connections or for 

work-related trips. 

Vanpools/Vanshare 

 

A program that supplies vans to groups of employees to share.  Vanshare is 

used to bridge the gap in the commute trip from home, P&R, or transit. 

 
 

 

  

Employer
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WHEN THERE ARE FEW OPTIONS ï VASHON ISLAND FERRIES  
Ellen Kritzman, a long-time Vashon Island resident and a member of our Leagueôs Vashon Unit, 
wrote this statement. 
 
The Ferry System is in crisis and needs the Legislature to secure a stable source of funding (lost by I-
695) to back up in practice the law that mandates that state ferries are marine highways. The number 
of sailings, service hours and percentage of vehicle allotments to Vashon are less than 25 years ago. 
The fares have risen dramatically, up over 60% in the last few years, in an attempt to cover 100% of 
operating costs, while WSF uses some operating funds for capital costs. High fares and long waits 
have driven away some users with other options which Vashon does not have, and caused some 
Vashon businesses to close or move. The impacts are tremendous on both commercial and 
residential ferry users, and stand to radically change the demographics of the Island. 
 
As of this writing, 4 80-year old steel electric ferries have been suddenly retired owing to cracks in the 
hulls. New ferries are planned but not yet under construction. There are no boats to replace ones that 
break down or go into dry dock for routine maintenance. There is no flexibility left in the system. 
 
Ferry users are currently fighting to maintain reasonable service at reasonable fares on no less than 
four fronts: 
*    Against a plan to eliminate the frequent user discount passes, which would then also subject 
users to the summer surcharge, a double whammy effectively raising fares something like 45%. 
*    Against a plan to introduce peak period pricing, also called congestion pricing, which would add 
insult to injury by making commuters, who have no choice as to time of travel, pay more than those 
who do have a choice. 
*    Against a plan to introduce a reservation system, which might be appropriate on the tourist routes, 
but is totally unworkable on commuter routes. 
*    Against plans to build three 50-car ferries, at least one of which could get into service as quickly 
as next year on the Port Townsend-Keystone run.  It is not known if these boats could handle the 
rough weather on that route, however.  If not, they would be reassigned to the Pt. Defiance-
Tahlequah run, and used as back ups, when they do not have enough car capacity for either of these 
duties. Should the Secretary of Transportation even be considering the expenditure of $300 million for 
questionably suitable boats?   
 
Metro Service on Vashon Island 

 
#118 bus route is the main Vashon Highway from the Tahlequah Ferry Terminal (south end) to the Vashon Ferry Terminal 
(north end). Two morning runs actually cross on the ferry and go to downtown Seattle. All other runs require crossing as a 
passenger, walking the length of the dock, and catching the #54 or #560. There is limited service on Saturday and none 
on Sunday.   
 
 #119 bus (with about one run to every four of the #118) runs between the north end and the town of Dockton on Maury 
Island. There is no Saturday or Sunday service. 
 
There used to be a Metro route on the Westside Highway but it was eliminated after the passage of I-695. Therefore, 
unless you live on, or very close to Vashon Highway or Dockton Rd., you cannot use bus service, and would have to, at 
minimum, drive to a Park 'N Ride.  Weekend service is very sketchy as well. 
 
Park 'N Ride 
There are four official lots along Vashon Highway, plus the availability of parking at the Episcopal Church on weekdays. 
The north end lot is large, but is usually completely full on weekdays from 7:00 am to 3:30 pm. The smaller lots are 
located just north of Ober Park (north edge of Vashon), at Center and at Tahlequah. Both north and south end lots have 
been subject to vandalism. 
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SOUND TRANSIT LINK LIGHT RAIL 

 
Several League members took the Sound Transit Link Light Rail Bus Tour, offered once a 
month by Sound Transit from the International Station at the south end of the bus tunnel. 
 
In addition to the fact sheet included in this report, several concerns repeated themselves 
when various committee members returned from the tour: 
 
Where are all the commuters going to park when they arrive at the International Blvd. Station at 
154th?  - We received no clear answer to this question.  At the very least, the park and ride lot at that 
location must have some monitoring system so there is no parking except for people using light rail 
itself. 
 
Why are the light rail cars powered by electricity that comes in through overhead wires?  This has to 
do with choosing a system with 1500 volts of direct current to power the cars.  Since a portion of the 
route is at ground level, it is not safe to lay the power lines underground. 
 
How will airline passengers be directed from the airport proper to the Light Rail station east of the 
parking garage?  For many of the hundreds of employees working at the airport, Light Rail will also 
offer a convenient mode of transportation.  One feature of the airport elements will be a drop-off 
platform along International Blvd. going north.  A pedestrian overpass will connect a ñkiss-and-goò 
drop off point and a transit center to the Light Rail Airport Station.  Apparently, only after the Airport 
station location had been confirmed was attention given on how to direct airport patrons through the 
parking garage to and from the station. 
 
The Rainier Avenue corridor has the light rail cars at the surface.  There are no crossing gates and 
there are no fences to keep people from crossing the line in the middle of the block.  Sound transit 
staff on the tour talked about a concerted effort to educate those affected about safety around the 
Light Rail.  Also, traffic lights will be synchronized to the arrival of the trains so that east-west traffic 
will be stopped before trains go by. 
 
Why is there such a long delay in getting the Light Rail operational?  The elevated tracks in our area 
and the International Blvd. Station have been finished for quite a while.  The most challenging work 
has been boring a one-mile twin tube tunnel from the west side through Beacon Hill and over to 
Martin Luther King Way and digging a shaft down from the Beacon Hill station to the actual train 
tracks 160 ft. below.   
 
Negotiations resulted in the Port of Seattle/Airport and Sound Transit working together to extend light 
rail all the way to the airport proper.  It appeared that a shortfall in financial resources would kill the 
project. However, an agreement has the Port managing the construction of that portion of the Light 
Rail Line along with its airport roadway improvements. Now the airport section is well underway, to be 
opened late in 2009.   
 
Why all that money for art?  The ñone percent for artò requirement for any project built with taxpayer 
money is sacred.  Sound Transit has made a real effort to put some of the art ñto work.ò  On Martin 
Luther King Way, some of the decorative art acts as pylons for the electric wires.  Many different local 
artists have been engaged and the art is intended to reflect community diversity. 
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