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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF KITSAP JANUARY 2010

January is Program Planning Month

General Meeting
Local Program Planning

Wednesday, January 20

9:30 a.m. coffee, 10 a.m-noon meeting
Poulsbo Library Lower Level Meeting Room

Host: Bainbridge Island

First Hour: Break into groups to discuss possible new studies, updates or action on
our positions or items for citizen education
Second Hour: Meet as a whole group. Representatives from each breakout group
report to the whole for discussion. Issues will be prioritized and given as a
recommendation to the Board. The program will be voted on at the Annual Meeting.

Second General Meeting
National Program Planning

Wednesday, January 27

9:30 a.m. coffee, 10 a.m-noon meeting

Country Meadows Red Barn
12169 Country Meadows Lane NW Silverdale

Host: South Kitsap

Process will be similar to the one used in local program planning.

360-697-7924 www.lwvwa.org/kitsap
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@ President’s
ped Message

Program Planning is the opportunity for each member
to participate in the discussion of ideas for new
studies, updates of current proposals, action on
current positions, or education projects. Program
Planning for the Local level will be done at the Jan.
20" meeting. Please read over the Local positions in
this Voter, and come prepared for a lively discussion.
Recommendations from this meeting will go to the
Board, which will forward them as Recommended or
Not-Recommended programs to the membership at
the Annual Meeting in May. Each proposal needs to
include a TITLE — identifies the proposed program
item, the SCOPE — outlines the work and includes
the main components, and OUTLOOK for work —
length of time, sources of information, and members
willing to work on it.

National Program Planning will be done at the Jan.
27" meeting, and the Board will forward LWVK’s
recommendation to LWVUS by the March 15t
deadline. Only one recommendation is allowed from
each local League: new study, review of a current
position, concurrence with a local or state position, or
no recommendation. LWVUS is no longer asking that
we adopt existing positions and is no longer sending
materials to be used in Program Planning. It
recommends that members read the positions online

(www.lwv.org, Issues).

For both Local and National Program Planning you
are encouraged to evaluate possible issues by asking:

Is there widespread member interest?

Is this a timely issue?

Is government action the most effective way to
address the problem?

I look forward to seeing many of you at both
meetings to help do this important work of League.

360-697-7924
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Upcoming Events

+ Jan. 6: LWV Kitsap Board Meeting
1-3 p.m. Poulsbo Library Upper Level

. Jan. 11: Legislative Session begins in Olympia
- Jan. 19: Lobby Day in Olympia
Call Catherine Ahl, (360) 697-7924, if you want to go.

- Jan. 20: General Meeting - Local Program
Planning, 9:30 a.m.-Noon
Poulsbo Library Lower Level Meeting Room

- Jan. 27: Second General Meeting -
National Program Planning
9:30 a.m.-Noon, Country Meadows Red Barn
12169 Country Meadows Lane NW Silverdale

« Feb. 3: LWV Kitsap Board Meeting
1-3 p.m. Poulsbo Library Upper Level

» Feb. 23: Public Meeting -
County Commissioners
12:30-2 p.m. Country Meadows Red Barn
Lunch will be $15 and will be from 11:30 to
12:30. People are welcome to come after
lunch. CARPOOLING HIGHLY ENCOURAGED.
For information call Loretta Payne, (360)
509-2695.Details to come in the February Voter.

Lend a Hand

Help preserve history
Kitsap League’s history is recorded in the annual records each

president has preserved over the years. As time has passed, our
historical records have moved. Mary Ellen Madison cared for them
over many years; they now are at the Fishers’ house. They need one
secure, safe and accessible home.

The Kitsap County Historical Society Museum in Bremerton has
agreed to house our archives. We have begun to organize and transfer
the records to archival quality folders and boxes.

We need your help to make it happen. Help in the transfer of the
archives to more appropriate storage containers. Computer savvy?
Help in entering retrieval information on the museum computer.
Support the museum by becoming a member. (See information on
page 4).

Call or e-mail Ellen Fisher at (206) 842 3548 or

ellenfishe@gmail.com for more information.

Keep in Touch
Member Directories Available

New member directories are now printed and available from
unit leaders. If you have not yet received yours, contact your unit

leader to arrange to get one.

www.lwvwa.org/kitsap
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The Program Planning Process

The League of Women Voters believes that informed and
active citizens, joining together to explore common problems
and identify shared goals, can resolve the tough issues that
confront our communities, our nation and our world.

We work to build informed citizenry through League
program. We study and educate our members and our
communities about public policy concerns, we encourage
public discussion of these problems and citizen participation
in solving them, and we take action to achieve solutions that
contribute to the benefit of all.

Our program — our education and advocacy work — focuses
on public policy issues. League’s work on public policy
issues is directed toward government action. That action
could include passage of laws, promulgation of regulations
and policies, provision of adequate budgets and staffing,
enforcement of laws and regulations, planning and citizen
involvement opportunities.

The League must have a position before it takes action.
Advocacy, or action, begins when Leagues select an issue for

concerned study, followed by member agreement through
consensus or concurrence. Local League program focuses on
issues that can be addressed by local government, State
League program addresses state level issues, and the LWVUS
program addresses national issues.

Program Planning: the way the L.eague chooses
its issues. [ .eague members choose issues for work, and

consider what role their local League should play in an issue,
during the local program process They also decide which
items to recommend as state and national program priorities.
The process culminates when the program is adopted at the
local annual meeting and the biennial state or national
convention.

Here are some questions to consider in selecting an issue for
League work:

o Which issues are of such vital concern to our members and
our community that they demand attention now?

o Which issues will benefit from the League’s special
expertise or perspective?

» Will League work on this issue have a measurable * impact
on our community or state?

o How will results be evaluated?

 Will working on this issue give League opportunities to
collaborate with other groups and individuals?

360-697-7924

Sometimes League members get in the habit of thinking only
of new studies when they think of adopting program. But
League program is much broader. Once members have
decided that an issue of public concern requires League
attention, we must determine what roles the League should
play in addressing that issue, including:

1. Study: to reach member agreement on an issue so that
League can take action.

Questions to ask:

e Does League already have a position?

o Is there a government solution to the problem?

o Is there enough time to do a study and then act to influence
the resolution of the problem?

2. Update: to review an issue

Questions to ask:

¢ Is the League position still useful?

o Is the position sufficiently general?

e Are there significant developments in the issues

area that are not reflected in the position?

o What is the proper scope of effort to update the position?

3. Action: always the goal of League’s study process.
Member understanding and strong support are
essential for successful action.

Questions to ask:

e Are the timing and the political realities right for success?

* Does the community expect or need League to be a player

on this issue?

* Will League action on this issue make a significant

difference?

* Could a focused, targeted action campaign enhance LWV

visibility and stature?

e Do our members understand our position and our action

goals?

4.Citizen Education: to help citizens understand the
complexities of an issue and encourage people to
participate in reaching a solution; can also lay the
groundwork for successful advocacy.

Questions to ask:

* Does our community need help in understanding this issue

and its possible solutions?

o Is there enough time to develop and implement our project
before citizens must make a decision?

o Is it more important to help citizens understand this issue
than to advocate our League position at this time?

www.lwvwa.org/kitsap
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LWYV-KITSAP POSITIONS - 2009 - 2010
NATURAL RESOURCES
LAND USE

Position in Brief: Support the orderly development of Kitsap County in a manner which provides a variety of urban and
non-urban environments while preserving the integrity of the environment and the county’s natural resources as well as
minimizing the public cost of providing services.

Statement of Position: We support management of land as a finite resource, not as a commaodity, since we believe that land
ownership, whether public or private, carries responsibility for stewardship. In resolving conflicts between public and
private property rights, we believe the criteria to be considered are uniqueness or scarcity, importance to the community as a
whole, promotion of health, safety and welfare, and the irreversibility of decision.

Support the goal of maintaining so far as possible the rural character of Kitsap County. Foster appropriate population
densities in rural areas, including the elimination of bonus densities in Planned Unit Developments. Support preservation of
open space, agricultural land, forest and woodland, and the requirement and protection of green belts between different land
uses.

Encourage long-range planning which results in urban concentration (particularly in areas considered transportation hubs),
reinforces existing community identities, and allows opportunities for industrial development and the provision of housing
for people of all income levels.

All known factors should be considered in a consistent, logical manner in making land use decisions, with em- phasis on the
availability and protection of water resources and the protection of Critical Areas, wetlands, recharge areas, fish and wildlife
habitat, flood and geologically hazardous areas.

OPEN SPACE, PARKS AND RECREATION

Position in Brief: Support acquisition of open space, park and recreation lands, and provision of funds to develop, maintain,
preserve and operate such areas.

WATER RESOURCES

Position in Brief: Support measures to ensure adequate and safe water supplies for county residents.

Statement of Position: Promote coordinated planning and management of surface and groundwater resources to meet the
needs of current and projected population. Support implementation of the wellhead protection pro- gram and measuring of
water use. Support waste management practices which protect regional water quality.

All land use decisions must consider the protection of wetlands and critical recharge areas. Support purchase or other
protection of open space lands which may serve a recharge function.

Support educational programs related to water use and encourage individual and governmental conservation efforts.

GOVERNMENT
COUNTY GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE

Position in Brief: The League of Women Voters of Kitsap supports measures which improve county government
responsiveness to the people, provide for a greater separation of powers, promote administrative efficiency, increase
the size of the legislative body to reflect population growth, and promote intergovernmental coordination.

360-697-7924 www.lwvwa.org/Kkitsap
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Statement of Position: The League of Women Voters of Kitsap supports measures which:

» Encourage an informed and active citizenry. Comprehensive information as to the operation of county government should
be readily available from trained, courteous personnel, from websites and print publications. Opportunities for citizen
comment on and review of legislative and administrative decisions should be provided wherever appropriate. We do not,
however, support institution of a people’s initiative and/or referendum procedure at the county level of government.

o Strengthen the separation between legislative and administrative functions of county government, providing clear lines of
authority and assignment of responsibilities.

« Increase the size of the legislative body to reflect population growth. In choosing members of this body, we support the
process of nomination by district in a primary election with election to office by a vote of all county voters in the general
election.

o Increase the size of the legislative body to reflect population growth. In choosing members of this body, we support the
process of nomination by district in a primary election with election to office by a vote of all county voters in the general
election.

BAINBRIDGE ISLAND MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

Position in Brief: Support procedural changes in local government which will improve efficiency, provide checks and
balances, promote intergovernmental cooperation, and increase citizen confidence.

SUSTAINABILITY

Position in Brief: A sustainable community respects its own diversity, values the complexity of the natural world, and
accepts responsibility for the social, economic, and ecological well-being of present and future generations through
individual and collective actions. It advocates an economy that equitably provides satisfying livelihoods in a safe, healthy
environment that protects its natural resource base and the viability of natural systems on which all life depends. It balances
regenerative and degenerative resources by applying the following principles:

1) rates of use of renewable resources do not exceed their rates of regeneration.

2) rates of nonrenewable resources do not exceed the rate at which sustainable

renewable substitutes are developed.

3) rates of pollution emission do not exceed the assimilative capacity of the environment.

Statement of Position:

Specifically Sustainable Communities:

1) have levels of pollution, consumption, and population size that are in keeping with regional carrying capacity;

2) share an ethic of responsibility to each other and to future generations;

3) reflect the social and environmental costs of the provision of goods and services in the prices charged for them;

4) encourage informed democratic participation and deliberation in their system of governance, education and civic
leadership;

5) enhance neighborhood livability and access to green space in their design of markets, land use, and architecture;

6) make sure that housing is affordable and interrelated with employment, recreation and shopping areas;

7) integrate principles of sustainability into the community’s Comprehensive Plan and other planning policies and
procedures;

8) foster business development policies and procedures that support a sustainable community;

9) encourage inter-jurisdictional planning that supports a sustainable community;

10) encourage innovative and creative approaches to sustainability.

360-697-7924 www.lwvwa.org/Kitsap
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Local Program Planning for LW V-Kitsap 2010 — 2011

Below you will find a list of all LW V-Kitsap positions. Check whether you want a position kept,
dropped or revised. If you want a position revised, please explain in the space provided at the bottom of
this page.

GOVERNMENT Keep Drop Revise

County Government Structure
Bainbridge Island Municipal Government
Sustainability

NATURAL RESOURCES

Open Space
Land Use
Water Resources

Board Recommendations for Program 2010 — 2011
NONE

If you have ideas to suggest for local program, complete items below:

Name of Study
Outlook for Work

Name of Update Item
Outlook for Work

Name of Action Item
Outlook for Work

Name of Education Item
Outlook for Work

Please list in the table below the items you want to give attention to. Specify what role the issue should play. After
discussion, rank the top three items in order of importance: 1 if it’s most important and 3 if it’s your third choice.

360-697-7924 www.lwvwa.org/Kkitsap
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LWVUS Program Planning Meeting

Please prepare for participation in Program Planning by looking at Impact on Issues, 2008-2010, which is
available on the LWVUS website at www.lwv.org.

Members with issue interests might want to join the LWVUS Convention Preparation discussion list, where
members will be discussing and/or promoting issues and the Program Planning process. Subscriptions can be
made on the LWVUS web site at https://member.lwv.org/member.asp.

You are encouraged to evaluate possible issues by asking:
Is there widespread member interest?
Is this a timely issue?
Is government action the most effective way to address the problem?

New Study, Review, or Concurrence

Local Leagues are only asked to propose one new study, one review or one concurrence, or to make no
recommendation. Leagues are no longer being asked to adopt existing program, although convention delegates
will continue to do so.

New Study/Program Item

To propose a new study, a brief statement (200 words or less), stating the scope of the study is required. List
this statement under the appropriate position heading — Representative Government, International Relations,
Natural Resources, or Social Policy (see Impact on Issues for detailed descriptions of these headings). A
statement of scope lists the areas to be explored, the emphasis on a particular aspect of the issue, and the
parameters of the study. It is helpful to the staff and Program Planning Committee, if several Leagues are
proposing or supporting the same study, that they use the same position heading and consistent wording in the
brief summary of scope.

Review

Likewise, Leagues may recommend one LWVUS position for review during each biennium. Again, it is helpful
to the staff and Program Planning Committee, if several Leagues are proposing or supporting the same review,
that they use the same position heading and consistent wording in the brief summary of scope. If adopted, a
Review Committee will be appointed to examine the position and, if appropriate, suggest changes and updating.

Concurrence

There is also the option of recommending a program item for concurrence. If the proposed concurrence is based
on a previous state or local League position, then you should provide the title and scope of the position your
League proposes for concurrence and the name of the League that did the original study. Although the LWVUS
Bylaws do not require that a proposed concurrence be based on a previous League position, a proposed
concurrence is generally more credible if there has been a previous study and position on the subject.

Deadline
The LWVK Board will consider the recommendations made at the Jan. 28 LWVUS Program Planning meeting
at their Feb. 3rd Board meeting in order to meet the March Ist deadline to submit our one recommendation.

360-697-7924 www.lwvwa.org/kitsap
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Clip & Mail

JANUARY Join the League
Or Make a Donation

Name
Address
FEBRUARY
League Contacts Phone
President Catherine Ahl  (360) 697-7924
cathahl@hotmail.com e-mail
Ist Vice President/Voter Education Ann Smith (360) 871-3993
smith9797@wavecable.com
2nd Vice President/Policies&Procedures Barbara Linsert (360) 779-5553 Mem berShIP Levels
blinsert@comcast.com $50 Basic
Secretary Ann Rudnicki  (360) 89?—2746 $75 Household
annrud@g.com (2 or more members at the same
Treasurer Myra Howrey  (360) 621-2752 address)
mhowrey@hotmail.com $1 00 Carrie Chapman Catt
Membership Chair Pam Hamon (360) 598-3508
- Member
Program Chair Loretta Payne  (360) 509-2695 __$150 Jo Huey Member
Lpayne43@hotmail.com $30 Non-member local
Communications/ Voter Editor Ann Strosnider (360) 471-6184 newsletter subscriber
astrosnider@mac.com
Natural Resources Judy Matchett (360) 830-4154 . .
Transportation Luella Wells (360) 598-3073 $_*Donatlon to operatlng
lawells@wavecable.com Fund
Archives Ellen Fisher  (206) 842-3548 $ Donation to Education
cllenfishe@gmail.com Fund+
Unit Leaders
Bainbridge Island Madelyn Fox  (206) 842-5360 Please make checks payable
madelyn.fox@gmail.com A
North Kitsap Pam Hamon to LWV Kltsap
“entral Kltsap Loretta Payne Send to:
South Kitsap Ann Smith LWV Kitsap
Und v c Li PO Box 1524
~ Update Your Contact List Poulsbo, WA 98370
Two new National Members LWV Kitsap:
Jocelyn Horder, 16813 Lemolo Shore Dr NE, Poulsbo, (360)
779-7583 jhorder@aol.com * Dues & donations to the Operating
Celia Grether, 36511 Hood Canal Dr NE, Hansville 98340 Fund are not tax-deductible.

+ Donations to the Education Fund

New address for Betti Sheldon:3201 Pine Rd. Apt 338, are tax-deductible.

Bremerton WA 98310, (360) 479-6732

360-697-7924 www.lwvwa.org/kitsap
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Thanks to these Donors to LWV Kitsap
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and the Education Fund
July 1 - Dec. 1, 2009

Operating Funds
Kim Abel
Catherine Ahl —

in honor of Life members

Frances Burress
Patsy Campbell
Margaret Colony
Lois Curtis

Renee Eberharter
Anna Edmonds
Ellen Fisher
Norma Forbes
Cora George

Gail Hiestand

Lucy Johnson
Barbara Linsert
Melissa Lund

Mary Ellen Madison
Yvonne Manahan
Judy Matchett
Donna and George
McKinney

Alice Millis
Ardis Morrow
Fran Moyer
Ann Smith

Ann Strosnider
Blossom Tibbits

Education Fund
Catherine Anl

Pat Anderson —

in honor of Ann Smith’s Voter
Service work

Lois Andrus

Alice Harris

Melissa Lund

Yvonne Manahan

Judy Matchett

Barry Peters

Nancy and Dana Quitslund
Sharon Shrader

Cameron Snow

Connie Waddington
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Make a Difference
Join the Historical Society

The League is encouraging members to join the Kitsap
County Historical Society Museum, which has graciously
agreed to house our League archives.

Cost to join the historical society is $20 annually for those
62 and older, $30 individual, $40 family and $100 patron.
Benefits include free admission to the museum, admission to
members-only events and discounts at the museum store.

Dues may be sent to the museum at 280 Fourth St.,
Bremerton WA 98337. For information call (360) 479-6226 or
see the Web site at wwwikitsaphistory.org.

How you can help out
Needed: A Leaguer who would like to observe the Board

of Health meetings at the Norm Dicks Center in Bremerton
the first Tuesday of every month at 11:10 a.m. The meetings
usually last an hour.

The Kitsap LWV Health Care Committee would like to
be informed of what is happening in Kitsap County regarding
local health care issues. Anyone interested in volunteering her/
his time to observe this Board is asked to please contact Pam
Hamon at (360) 598-3508 or pchamon@msn.com.

Also needed: Greeters for General Meetings. If you are

interested in helping us put on a friendly face by being a

greeter at our general meetings, please contact your unit leader
or Pam Hamon.

And thanks toArdis Morow for her coffee pot.

Action Workshop: Dire Predictions for State Budget

reminded us of the brain research that has
indicated how vital early learning is.

The State League’s Action Workshop was held in
Bellevue and again was thought provoking and
informative. Members of the Kitsap League who
attended were Catherine Ahl, Myra Howrey, Ann
Rudnicki, Ellen Fisher, Kim Abel and Gail Heistand.

After a delicious lunch, we heard first from our
always-engaging Lonnie Johns Brown, the paid
League lobbyist and then from our own impressive
Sen. Rodney Tom, D-Bellevue, spoke on Lobby Team.
Washington state’s budget issues. The news was

daunting: Severe budget cuts have already been

made and more will have to be made on top of the

-- Ellen Fisher

earlier ones. He urged us to let the governor know Sen. Rodney
that revenue increases need to be a part of the Tom
solution. Possible sources could be to close tax addresses

loopholes and to tax bottled water, candy and pop.

Our population’s health is declining as our weight is the League’s

growing.Five-two-one-zero is the slogan he urged Action

us to follow: 5 fruits and vegetables, a 2 hour limit Workshop

on non-work screen time, 1 hour of exercise, 0 Nov. 21 in

sugars and fats daily. Bellevue.

Sen. Eric Oemig, D-Kirkland, spoke on the

. S . . Photo by

importance of judicial campaign finance reform, "

starting with the state Supreme Court. He Hyra
owrey

described how this could be done, in part by public
campaign funding. Rep. Ruth Kagi, D-Shoreline,

360-697-7924 www.lwvwa.org/kitsap
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