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President’s Message by 
Linnea Hirst  
 
Initiatives, referendums, 
lobbying, workshops—and into 
the 21st century with our first 
You-Tube video.   It’s been a productive, busy couple 
of months. 
 
THE ELECTION:  Congratulations to us all, and to 
the coalitions we joined, for defeat of I-1033 and for 
approval of R-71.  Both were very satisfying victories.  
One way League campaigned was with robo-calls that 
I recorded, based on scripts written by the coalitions. 
 
MY LOBBYING:  In late October, Oxfam America 
paid for me, a few other Leaguers plus some other 
women throughout the country to go to Washington, 
DC to lobby our respective senators on climate change 
legislation.  An Oxfam representative and I spoke with 
Senator Cantwell and her climate staff, and with one 
of Senator Murray’s climate staff.  Our particular 
request was that any legislation include a percentage 
of the total funds to go to international adaptation. 
 
YOUR LOBBYING EFFORTS:  In Washington, DC, 
in Olympia, and in each community, there are many, 
many (often highly paid) lobbyists, working to shape 
climate legislation, health care legislation, and many 
other legislative issues that we care deeply about.  
We’ve been told that if we, as individuals, phone or 
email our legislator on a particular issue, it’s as if 10 
TIMES as many have done so, because the legislators 
know that many think about calling or writing, but few 
do. 
 
I’m asking each of you to be one of those who do call, 
who do email, who do write.  There are topics we in 
League fight hard for.  If all 2250 of us did call, did 
email, did write, we WILL make a difference.  
 
Will you do that right now for climate issues? And 
then will you do it as well, for health care reform?  
When the LWVWA Legislative Newsletter arrives in 
your e-mail box, will you promise to respond to at 
least ONE of the League priorities? 
 
Our representatives need to hear from each and all of 
us!  Promise me you’ll take part. 
 
 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE ISSUES: 
 
LWVUS is actively addressing climate change 
issues, with one concern being the disproportional 
effect of climate change on poor people, 
especially women, around the world.  Climate 
change is already forcing vulnerable communities 
in poor countries to face unprecedented climate 
stress, including water scarcity and drought, fierce 
weather events and floods, reduced agricultural 
productivity, and increased disease.  When Oxfam 
and I lobbied our senators in October (see 
President’s message), we pointed out: 
 Women are the linchpins of societies.  
They are the key providers for the family—they 
raise the children and care for the old and the sick.  
As a result, they are on the front lines of the 
already devastating effects of climate change. 
 Women produce between 60 – 80% of the 
food in most developing countries.  They cultivate 
crops, collect water and fuel—all highly affected 
by climate change. 
 Women make up about 70% of those 
living below the poverty line, have less access to 
resources and essential services before and after 
disaster strikes, and are more likely to die during 
natural disasters than men. 
 
We emphasized three particular reasons to fund 
adaptation: 
 Funding adaptation is a matter of national 
security.  Climate-exacerbated impacts—
droughts, floods, storms, disease—will increase 
poverty and hunger, environmental refugees, and 
potential armed conflicts over scarce natural 
resources. 
 It is good for U.S. businesses and will save 
money down the road.  American businesses are 
eager to supply the global demand for climate 
resilience technologies and services.  Investments 
in international adaptation will encourage new 
and expanded private sector activity and 
investments, helping to create jobs and reinforce 
efforts to reduce emissions. 
 And, most important, it is simply the right 
thing for us to do. 
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Spotlight on Local Leagues 
 

Spokane Area  completed a two-year research 
project about local activities in support of and 
against passage of the Equal Rights Amendment.  
The project complemented the Washington 
Women’s History consortium’s 2007-09 Oral 
History Project and the Washington Historical 
Society provided a grant to underwrite expenses.   
Pullman  Over 15 
Leaguers turned out 
to walk 
in Pullman's Grand 
Parade for the 21st 
Annual National 
Lentil Festival on 
August 22.  We did 
not have room for a 
photo of the event 
in the Fall Voter, but would like to share it now.   
Bellingham-Whatcom County  started out the 
fall with an ambitious program to combine 
information about health care reform to the 
community as well as to their members.  They  
co-sponsored a 4 part brown bag luncheon series 
on health care with their local YWCA.  They also 
teamed with Whatcom Fair Voting for a panel 
discussion on the National Popular Vote and with 
the AAUW for a forum on ballot issues and the 
local school board races.   
Tacoma Pierce County  used their Education 
Fund money to transport a 4th grade class to the 
State Capitol for a tour and sponsored a Ballot 
issues forum. 
Kitsap County , in partnership with the Kitsap 
Sun, sponsored twelve candidate forums and a 
ballot issue forum with their Education Fund 
monies and they plan to clean out and organize 
their historical files and then donate them to the 
Kitsap County Historical Museum.   
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OPPORTUNITY FOR DONORS 
 

The emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 
extends for 2008 and 2009 the “IRA charitable 
rollover” provision.  This provision allows taxpayers 
aged 70 ½ or older to make tax-free contributions of 
up to $100,000 in both 2008 and 2009, from either 
traditional or Roth IRAs, to qualified charitable 
organizations such as the League of Women Voters 
Education Fund.  Donations from IRAs are not treated 
as an itemized deduction, like most charitable 
contributions, but are excluded from taxable income.  
Thus, the IRA rollover provision applies to taxpayers 
who itemize as well as those who take the standard 
deduction.  Every donor’s circumstances are different 
so please consult with your tax advisor to see if an IRA 
rollover is right for you.  Contact the State League at 
206-622-8961 for additional information. 

 
 

 
 

League of Women Voters of Washington 
Officers and Directors 

2009-2011 
 

Officers  
Linnea Hirst, President, Seattle 

Kim Abel, 1st Vice President, Kitsap County 
Pat Dickason, 2nd Vice President, Thurston County 

Myra Howrey, Secretary, Kitsap County 
Gail Hiestand, Treasurer, Kitsap County 

 
Directors  

 
Pam Behring, Spokane Area 

Susan Eidenschink, Tacoma-Pierce County 
Judy Ostrow, Seattle 

Bonnie Rimawi, Seattle 
Penney Van Vleet, Clallam County 

 
LWVUS Liaison  

 
Norman Turrill 

 
Staff  

 
Claudia Downing, Administrative Director 

Lonnie Johns Brown, Lobbyist 
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Recently Dorris and Wayne Martin, LWV Seattle, gave us $5,000 in honor of his mother who was the first 
woman elected as a local school Superintendent in Texas. The purpose of this donation is to place gift sets 
of The State We’re In: Washington--Your guide to state, tribal and local government (6th edition) in schools 
that are small, preferably rural and cannot afford to purchase them.  
 
 
“BECAUSE IT NEEDED DOING” 
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In fond memory of my mother, 
Wayne E. Martin, MD 
 
As League members we are aware of how much we need our young people to understand government and 
become active members of their community. This wonderful civics textbook and its companion Teachers 
Curriculum Guide were designed for this purpose.  However, we have found that, though many teachers and 
curriculum directors desperately want to use this material their school district cannot afford to purchase 
them. We already have seven requests for gift sets.  We are working to meet that need with donations. 
 
We are deeply grateful to Dorris and Wayne for their generosity over the years and for this particular gift. 
Labels will be placed in each book stating that it is in honor of Mysie J. Martin, first woman elected local 
school superintendent in Texas. What a wonderful way to honor her!  What a terrific investment in our 
future! 
 
We need to get these books into the hands of our children. Perhaps you will consider a similar gift to honor 
a person you respect and admire.  
 
Karen Verrill, TSWI Project Manager 
 
(Gift sets include 25 books and a Teachers Curriculum Guide and cost $425.00.including tax. All donations are tax 
deductible. Donations to TSWI can be made on line at www.lwvwa.org ) 
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The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan 
political organization, encourages the informed 
and active participation of citizens in government,  
works to increase understanding of major public 
policy issues, and influences public policy through  
education and advocacy.  Any person of voting 
age, male or female, may become a League 
member.   
 
The Washington State VOTER is published quarterly, 
printed and on-line by the League of Women Voters of 
Washington,  
4730 University Way N.E., Suite #720, Seattle, WA 
98105.  Yearly subscription is $10.00.  Members 
subscribe through their annual dues.  Call 206-622-
8961 to find a local League in your area or go online at 
www.lwvwa.org.   
 
Send address changes to League of Women Voters of 
Washington, 4730 University Way, N.E., Suite #720, 
Seattle, WA 98105 
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LWVWA WEBSITE 
LOOK FOR IT 

www.lwvwa.org  
�
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More Information on 
Convention 2009 

 

Convention 2009 was held in Tacoma in May.  
The Fall Voter gave an overview of workshops 
and other information.  The State Board wants 
you to be aware of other issues discussed and 
approved by delegates.   
 
The Convention Minutes are posted on the 
LWVWA website in the Members Only section 
and these minutes, along with the Convention 
Workbook (which can be obtained from Claudia) 
will give any member not attending Convention, a 
good overview of what occurred.  
 
Some highlights: 
 
Barbara Seitle, LWVWA President, gave a partial 
list of state league accomplishments during the 
previous two years. 
 
Bylaws changes were adopted and are posted on 
the Website. 
 
Budget for 2009-2011 was adopted and is posted 
on the Website. Includes a $2 PMP increase for 
the first year of the biennium and a $3 PMP 
increase for the second year of the biennium and 
balances the budget using reserve funds.   
 
Current positions were re-adopted.   Program for 
2009-2011 was adopted.  All are posted on the 
Website. 
 
A new state position on Early Care and Education 
of Young Children was adopted.   
 
Changes to the LWVWA Transportation positions 
were adopted.   
 
The Civic Engagement Project was presented.   
 
Officers, Directors and Nominating Committee 
Members were elected.   
 
 
 

 
 
Resolutions were adopted (and are posted on the 
Members Only section of the league website). 
 
There was a special discussion of the ongoing 
budget issues that have faced and continue to face 
the state league.  Some of the issues discussed 
were the fact that the league operates on a 
shoestring and has for years - 1/3 funding from 
dues, 1/3 from Education Fund Endowment 
interest and 1/3 from fundraising.   
 
Because of these funding issues, cuts have been 
made in the past and cuts were made this year.  
The Voter will be published and mailed as a 
printed document only twice a year.  The other 
two issues will be posted on the website.  
Coalition dues were reduced.  The amount of 
funding for WashingtonVoter was reduced.  All 
budgeting for reimbursement for State Board 
members to attend State Conventions or Councils 
was eliminated and the budget for board members 
to attend National Convention/Council was 
severely reduced.  
 
Board retreat expense was eliminated.  Postage 
was reduced, board travel reimbursement was 
eliminated.  President’s expense was reduced.   
Other options for cutting costs were discussed 
both by state board members and by delegates and 
can be reviewed by any member by accessing the 
Convention 2009 Minutes as posted on our 
website.  Please note that our office rent remains 
about the same as it was 10 years ago.   
 
This is a situation which has taken years to 
develop and will not be solved easily or quickly.   
It is also a problem for all league members 
statewide - all of us are members of the League of 
Women Voters of Washington.   There were many 
suggestions from delegates and the state board 
welcomes any and all constructive thoughts and 
help on solving this situation.  We look to all our 
members for help. 
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In Memoriam 

 
Maxine Krull, president of the League of Women 
Voters of Washington from 1973-1977, died on 
September 6, 2009 at her home in Olympia, WA.  
Maxine began her state board activities as 
Legislative Chair in 1969, during Jocelyn 
Marchisio’s presidency.  She also served two 
years as 2nd vice president before being elected 
president. 
 
 
Maxine discovered the League of Voters when 
she, her husband Ken and her young family lived 
in Spokane in the fifties and early sixties.  They 
later moved to Seattle, where her League 
activities continued.  She joined the Thurston 
County League of Women Voters when they 
located in Olympia, and eventually became 
president. 
 
Maxine was highly respected throughout the state, 
and served as a role model for many League 
members during her years on the state board.  She 
remained active in her local League and 
community after fulfilling her two terms as state 
president, and was also active in the YWCA and 
Business and Professional Women’s Club. 
 
She is survived by her three children, Kenneth, 
Judith and Marci, nine grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. 
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NEW RULES FOR DISPLAYS ON  
CAPITOL CAMPUS 

 
Unfortunately, we didn’t succeed at our state-level 
lobbying efforts to keep display rules from 
becoming unnecessarily restrictive.  We had asked 
that the proposed rules be revised so that citizen 
groups would be allowed to display information at 
least during scheduled events within capitol 
buildings in order to inform legislators and the 
public about issues of concern.  Our request was 
based on our positions: 
Here’s what one section of particular concern to 
the League says: 
 
 “The League of Women Voters believes that 
democratic government depends upon the informed 
and active participation of its citizens… 
…that no person or group should 
suffer…administrative discrimination.” 
“Legislators must have access to objective information 
and should be responsive to the views of all the 
citizens of Washington State.” 
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On the brighter side, we did at least get favorable 
mention in a number of newspapers because of 
our efforts. 
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At the state LWV convention in May, a 
resolution was passed to explore the issue of 
housing constructed in the state which does 
not meet existing building codes & standards, 
resulting financial & physical injury to 
homeowners. Members at convention were 
concerned about a lack of enforceability of 
current codes, and a lack of remedies when 
homes become uninhabitable and 
unsalvageable due to toxic mold and other 
defects. Several instances were cited in 
which children suffered permanent brain 
injury as a result of exposure to toxic mold in 
their homes. Builders and developers are 
often unaccountable. This issue has been 
highlighted in the recent Seattle PI Article by 
Levi Pulkinen (Seattlepi.com) 
This state-wide Task Force will first review 
the current laws and codes, then make 
recommendations for further League study 
and/or action. If you are interested, please 
contact Jayne Freitag-Koontz at 
jfkoontz@comcast.net, or by phone at (425) 
922-9501. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Senator Rodney Tom talks about the State 
Budget at the November 21 Action Workshop in 
Bellevue. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

League Help Wanted 
Hanford Advisory Board 

 
There’s still a spot available for a League member 
to take Susan Kreid’s place and to join Betty 
Tabbutt, our other representative on the Hanford 
Advisory Board. 
 
The Board meets five or six times a year for two-
day meetings, in different parts of the state, to 
provide informed recommendations and advice to 
the Department of Energy and the Environmental 
Protection Agency, as well as to the Washington 
Department of Ecology.   
 
The information for consensus at those bi-
monthly meetings comes from the active work of 
five subcommittees, each of which meets at least 
monthly in the TriCities area.  While HAB will 
pay travel and other expenses for members from 
anywhere in the state to attend all meetings, we 
continue to hope to find an interested League 
member who lives in the TriCities area or at least 
lives in the areas particularly affected by Hanford 
problems and potential solutions. 
 
You can Google the Hanford Advisory Board to 
find out more about all the interesting and 
important work they do and what’s on their 
schedule for the months ahead. 
 
Please, call, email or write your local League 
president or LWVWA if you are interested or if 
you would like more information about the 
position.   
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Greetings from the  

 
Civic Engagement Project 
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League of Women Voters of Washington 
 

LOBBY DAY  
January 19, 2010 

Registration 8:30am; Program begins 9:00am  
 

REGISTRATION 
Cost: $25 per person 

Lunch Provided 
 

Columbia Room, State Capitol, Olympia 
 

 
Name__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tel/email_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
� VISA  �  M/C   
Card #_______________________________________________________exp. date___________ 
 
� Check enclosed 
 
Mail to:  LWVWA, 4730 University Way N.E., Suite #7 20, Seattle, WA 98105 
 

 

Lobby Day 2010!!! 
 

Join us for Lobby Day and be among the first 
to see the second terrific YouTube video by the 
Civic Engagement Project committee.  The first 
video League did—on I-1033—was the most 
watched video on YouTube on some days, and 
had rave reviews from a wide range of people 
and websites.  (If you missed that video, be 
sure to see it by going to the LWVWA website, 
and click on Positions to find it.) 
 
League Lobby Day is always a very interesting 
day.  We gather and talk about legislative 
issues, hear an important speaker or two (last 
year it was Governor Gregoire), and meet at 
least some of the State legislators and their 
staffs who come into our meeting room. 
 
Even more interesting and important, many of 
us make appointments to go to the offices of 
our individual legislators to give them our 
Legislative Priorities cards and to discuss 
those priorities with them.  It’s a full day, a day  
 
 

we come away from with a real feeling of 
satisfaction. 
 

Please do join us!  And don’t forget that you’ll 
be in on the special treat of the unveiling of our 
next two-minute video. 
 
Directions: 

From I-5 Southbound:  Bear right on ramp at sign reading 
"Exit 105A to State Capitol" and go west for 0.8 miles. 
Continue on 14th Avenue SE and go west for 0.4 miles to the 
Visitor Information Center at Capitol Way S at 14th Avenue SW  

From I-5 Northbound:  Bear right on ramp at sign reading "Exit 
105A to State Capitol" and go northeast for 0.3 miles. Bear 
right on 14th Avenue SE and go west for 0.6 miles to Capitol 
Way S at 14th Avenue SW.  

You can see a map at http://www.ga.wa.gov/visitor/direction.htm   
Or, you can check out the Legislature  
web-site at 
http://www.leg.wa.gov/legislature/pages/vis
itingthelegislature.aspx 

 
 
 
 

 


