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4  1900 – 2000:
A century  
of change

EEconomic Change

In 1900, about half a million people were counted in the census in Washington.  

(A census is a count of how many people live here, conducted by the U. S. government 

once every ten years.) In the 2000 census, nearly six million people were counted. 

That’s a lot of people – and a lot of change for our state.

natural resources and m
ining

construction
m

anufacturing
transportation and utilities

w
holesale trade

retail trade
finance, insurance and real estate 

education and health

inform
ation (print, software, broadcast)

A
V

ER
A

G
E 

N
U

M
BE

R 
O

F 
EM

PL
O

Y
EE

S

INDUSTRY

7,
90

0

8,
30

0

21
0,

30
0

29
2,

20
0

55
5,

90
0

13
0,

70
0

32
9,

00
0

15
6,

90
0

34
9,

50
0

10
3,

20
0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

450,000

500,000

550,000

600,000

agriculture, forestry, fishing

professional and business

leisure and hospitality

other services
governm

ent

34
3,

30
0

28
0,

10
0

10
5,

20
0

53
3,

70
0

What we do for a living 
based on OFM 2007 data

© The Boeing Company


