Tribal
governments today

In 1989, Washington's governor and representatives of many Indian tribes signed the
Centennial Accord. (The state centennial was the 100th anniversary of Washington
becoming a state.) The Centennial Accord said that state government would respect
the sovereignty of the tribes — that is, it would respect Indian tribes’ right to govern

themselves.

This simple statement meant a lot to tribes. It meant
that the state and the tribes would have a “government-to-
government” relationship — a relationship between equals.
Instead of trying to impose its rules on Indians, the state
promised to work more closely with tribal governments,
to respect the terms of the treaties and tribal laws, and to
educate state employees about tribes and their governments.
Today, most state agencies have tribal liaisons who work to
ensure that agencies respect tribal sovereignty, and work

cooperatively with tribal governments.

Still, the tribes and the state government have a lot of
work to do to make this new relationship smoother. Most
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