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Let’sTalk About -
The SateWe'reln: Washington

At February unit meetingswewill review thisexceptional
“guideto state, tribal & local government.” Hopefully a
great many of you have had the opportunity to read this
LWVWA book. Evenif you havenot read the book, your
unitmeetingwill beinterestingandinformative. Unitmeetings
will be structured so that members will participate in
classroomtypesessions.

“Thisbook isabout the civic community that isshared by al
of usand bindsustogether. 1tisabout the most important
and basicinformationrequiredto‘beinthegame.’... Itis
about therightsand responsibilitiesinherent inthe* greatest
experiment’ ever undertaken. It isabout thetremendous
intergenerational responsibility that has characterized our
living, breathing, dynamic way of governing ourselves.”
(Denny Heck, TWS Foreword)

Don Barlow, Spokane Public Schools Board Member,
recently shared with Sandy Paineand Ann M ur phy that
he was very pleased with the manner in which the book
presented information about thetribes.

TheValley Unit Goes Daytime

Thenew unit 3isnow offering daytime meetings—

at 1:00 p.m. onthefirst or second Friday (will alternateto
accommodate amember’swork schedule). Thenew time
will hopefully attract moreinterested members—andit has.
Thefirst daytime meeting in January had atota of 8 present.

5:30—7: ishp.m. on February 22
@ Steam Plant Grill, 159 S. Lincoln
A

No Host gathering

Itisactualy George Washington’sBirthday —
but wewill toast to LWV’ sBirthday, and just have
someinteresting conversation.

w5

Unit M eetings
Remember, any member / potential member
may attend any Unit

= =

Joinintheunit discussion to review thisnew book. N Unit 3 Fep. 3at 1.00 PM -NEWDate & Time-
; MainValley Library 12004 EMain
What's Ahead. .. R.J. Clemons 924-8997
March Units Spokane Recycles Ann Murphy .
General Meeting, April 8 Unit 5 Feb.9atQ:30AM
Spokane River at the Crossroads LWV Office 2404 N Howard
Rachel Pashel Osborne Sandy Paine 467-9524
Annual Meeting, May 5 — Call will be mailed by Apr.14 _
Unit 4 Feb. 9 at 5:30 PM
Your unit has submitted Program I deas, other preliminary LWV Office2404 N Howard
work: Ann Mur phy 838-4549
¢ Nominating Committee will soon be making calls
tofill thedate Units 7 Feb. 13 at 12:30 PM
¢ Submit any proposed By-Law changes by Mar. 1 Rockwood Lane 221 E Rockwood Blvd
to LWV Office Sibyl Disch 747-4008
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President’s Per spective...

Ataholiday gathering for the Lands Council in December, |
had the opportunity to meet and visit with somelong time
L eague members. Over aglassof winewediscussed topics
ranging from coming races for the 2006 election cycle,
League's Ed Fund projects, and the State of Leaguein
generd. It occurred to me, that with set unit meetingsmonthly,
and annua meetingin May, and candidateforums, members
never really havethe chanceto relax and exchangeideas
and concerns. | had alovely evening, and it made mewish
al memberscould benefit from thiskind of exchange.

Annmentioned |ately that League’ s Birthday is February
14. Wedecided that February 22, Wednesday evening from
5:30to 7:00 PM isthe perfect timefor aget-together at the
Steam Plant Grill. Wewill Celebrateeague sgrand history,
visitandin general get to know each other better. Drinks
will beno host and Ann and | will provide something to
nibble. Mark your calendars- 2/22/06, call another League
member and afriend who might beinterested in L eague,
and join usat the Steam Plant, 159 SLincoln. | hopeto see
many of youthere. Happy Birthday to usdl and here shoping
that 2006 will giveusmany reasonsto gather andreinvigorate
thisgroup. Sandy Paine

Quotable Quote

“Never doubt that asmall group of thoughtful, committed
people can changetheworld. Indeed, itistheonly thing

that ever has.” - Margaret Mead

Program Planning Summary Report

National: 2 of the 4 units representing half of the 24 partici-
pating members suggested an update related to Energy —
including an integrated look at changein type of coal, energy
use, global warming and waste to energy as solid waste and
energy solutions. The other 2 units had no suggestions.

Local: There was no lack of ideas! Most members, how-
ever, indicate no time or ability to work on new studies,
preferring updates and/or presentations. More formal write-
upswill bein Annual Meeting Call.

1. Local Government — 2 units proposed re-examining
local positions (Section I11) as relates to new governments
in Spokane County.

2. GMA — 1 unit proposed the continuation of the current
GMA study, with special attention to connecting with the
LWVWA study.

3. Housing — 2 units proposed updates related to housing.

Other ideas suggested as presentations will be considered
in the calendar as space allows.
LWWSA

Splintersfrom the Board (owos)
[1 5,680.50insavingsand checking

[1 TRY -Mayo Sayrsand Ann Murphy finishedthe
revisonsanditisbeing printed.

[] “TheStateWe reln” District 81 placed an order for
775 copies. Thiswasthelargest order inthe state.

[1  Unit Meetings- 24 membersand 4 guests attended.

[] Program
March - Ann Murphy will providematerial on
recycling and other ecologica concerns.
April - Water issueswill be covered by Rachel
Paschel Osborn at ageneral meeting,
Globa Credit Union.

[J FocusGroup - Mayo Sayrsand Ann Mur phy will
represent L eague on February 1 for agroup run by
Consumer Opinion Servicesregarding conservation
iSsues.

[1 Mayo Sayrsorganized aVoter Registration event on
Martin Luther King Junior Day with Digtrict 81.
Those participating were M ayo Sayrs,

R.J. Clemons, Jenny Willardson, Mary L loyd
and Jennifer Lloyd.

[1 Weprovided historical and current picturesfor the
Good in Government Event at the Future of Fight
Center, February 5.

2006 TRY* Printed

Avistahasprinted thenew LWV SA TRY (* They
Represent You) and one is enclosed with this
VOTER. If you haveneed of more, or know asite
where some should be placed, please call Sandy
Paine, 467-9524.

The LWV VOTER is published monthly except in the summer

by the League of Women Voters of the Sookane Area, 2404 N.
Howard S. Sookane WA 99205. Members of the League of Women
\oters of the Spokane Area subscribe through their annual dues.
The League of Women \otersis a nonpartisan political organiza-
tion which encourages the informed and active participation of
citizens in government and influences public policy through
education and advocacy. Any citizen, 18 or older, may join the
League of Women \oters.
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~ Water Drops—
“ Phosphatesin the

For efront

Two recent town hall meetings focused on the issue of
phosphorusin the Spokane River, and aproposal to ban
phosphates in dishwasher detergents and fertilizers.
Phosphorusisaplant nutrient and fertilizesal gae blooms
andfast growth of other aquatic plants. Whentheseplants
decompose, they use oxygen, robbing fish and other
organismsof the oxygen they needtolive.

Phosphorusisaningredient in detergents, fertilizers, and
someindustria processes, and aso occursnaturaly in soil
and humanwaste. Septictanksget very littletreatment.
Treatment plants alone will not be enough to solvethe
dissolved oxygen levels in the river. The impact of
phosphatesin fertilizer and dish detergentsis estimated
variously at 3-34%, depending on the time of year, the
leve of theriver, and whoisdoing the estimating.

The federal Clean Water Act and the Department of
Ecology require plansto reduce thetotal maximum daily
load (TMDL). Thetown hall meetings(Spokane &

SpokaneVdley) werewd | attended in spiteof our first mgjor
snowstorm. Speekingwerelocd officids, environmentaigts,
and scientists noting that banning phosphatesin dishwasher
detergentsand fertilizer issomethingwecan doimmediately
to help makeadifference.

Also speaking were representatives of the Soap and
Detergent A ssoci ati on whose response was aptly described
inthe Spokesman Review headline, “ Industry inlather on
plan to ban phosphates.” Many attendees expressed
satisfaction with their use of non-P detergents.

The March 2005 Consumer Reports article on dish
detergentsnoted that products contai ning enzymes(look in
list of ingredients or caution) generally perform better.
Seventh Generation and Ecover are non-P productsthat
contain enzymes. Many detergentsalso contain chlorine
bleach. Read the labels. You can make your own
phosphate-free automatic dishwasher detergent by mixing
1 cup of borax with ¥z cup of baking soda.

Resources: Notesand handoutsfrom town hall mesting,
Consumer Reports March 2005
Spokesman Review article, Nov. 30, 2005

AIiceStoIzébﬁ

s

Light Rail Update

Molly Myersreportsthat the Light Rail
Steering Committeeis expected to make
itsrecommendation at its Feb 3rd meeting.
Thisrecommendation will be presented to the STA Board at
itsMarch meseting. TheBoardisexpected to havearesponse
later inthe Spring.

Thereisasurvey onthewebsite:
www.spokanetransit.com. STA isasointhe process of
conducting ascientific survey basically asking the same
questionswereviewed last Fll.

TheFTA (Federa Transt Administration) hassigned and
released the DEIS (A BIG DEAL) and the official 45-
day public comment period hasbegun. No conclusions
can bereached until that 45-day period ends.

MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please make check payable to & mail to:
LWVSA 2404 N.Howard S. Spokane, WA 99205

YES, | want to join The L eague of Women Voters of the SpokaneArea

Name:
i $45. Student Rate
Address: $65. Individual
. . ( $25.20; State $16; Nat'l $23.80)
City: Zip: $100. Household
) . . $100. Sustaining Member
Phone-- Home: Work: $150. Benefactor
Fax: e-mail:
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Feb. 3,9& 13 Units

Feb. 14 LWV Birthday

Feb. 15 Board Meeting—5:30 p.m.
@LWV Office

Feb. 20 PresidentsDay

Feb. 22 2/22 Party — L eague Birthday and
Conversation

Mar. 8 International Women'sDay

Apr.8 LWV SA Generd Meeting

May 5 LWV SA Annud Mesting

June2-4 LWVWA Council, Ellensburg

June9-13 LWVUS Convention,
Minnegpolis MN

LWSA

W THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

oF THE SPOKANE AREA
2404 N. Howard
Spokane, WA 99205

(509) 326-8026
WWW.LWVWA .ORG/SPOKAN E

/ LWV/Spokane Area \

Co-Presidents: Ann Murphy & Sandy Paine
Secretary: Sandy Haupt
Treasurer: Betty Banks
Directors: Pam Behring
DorisTryon
Mayo Sayrs
Nancy O Keeffe
Nominating
Committee:
Chair: Alice Stolz

Suzi Hokonson J

Essay Contest /

Essaysfor the Fleet Services Reserve contest “What My
VoteMeansTo M€’ werejudged in mid December. Five
entries were received and each was well written with
uniqueingghts. Thesecond placewinner of the$100 bond
wasan eight grader. Thisessay talked about voting asa
way to be heard and inform elected officials of an
individua’sstand onissuesof importance. Thefirst place
winner of the $500 bond waswritten by atwel fth grader.
She spoke of turning eighteenin 2006 and of being a
young black woman who would beabletofulfill adream
which her ancestorshad longed for, for generations.

“1 now can sit at that table of brotherhood. | now cango
into that voting booth likemy fellow brothersand sisters
and cast my opinion about the country | loveso dearly. I,
too, cansingAmerica.”

Bothjudges, Suzi Hokonson and Sandy Paineenjoyed
the opportunity to hear from young peopleon thistopic.
Thefirst place winner will now competefor a$15,000
prize at the national level. Names of the participating
studentswerenot provided.
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