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October —Ballot 1ssues Discussions

October Unit meetingswill providetheopportunity for membersto
discussthe issues on the November bdlot. Therearethree
datewideinitiatives, onegate conditutiond amendment, andtwo
locdl issues.

. Sate Issues

Your Fall 2006 LWV WA Voter will arriveinthemail around thefirst
of October. Pages5 & 6 of that publication provide moreinforma-
tionontheseinitiatives(including L eague sposition and webgtesto
contact for further information.

0 1-920 (estate tax)
0 [-933 (“takings’/land use)
0 [-937 (energy resources)

0 HJR 4223 Thelegidature has proposed a condtitutiond
amendment onincreasing an exemption from the persona property
tax. Thisamendment would authorizethelegidatureto increasethe
persond property tax exemption for taxable persond property
owned by each “head of afamily” from three thousand ($3,000) to
fifteenthousand ($15,000) dallars.

. Local Issues —

o] Spokane Trangt Authority hastwo Propostionsthat are
advisory votesregarding planning and funding for aproposad Light
Rail Sysem:

#1—Should STA identify regiona funding sourcesandlocd taxing
dternativesfor the purpose of developing afunding planfor the
condructionof a$263,000,000light rail system (estimatedincurrent
dollars) between thecitiesof Spokane, SpokaneValley and Liberty
Lake, and bring thet funding plan to the voters at afuture dection?
#2—Should STA useexiging resourcesto fund preiminary
engineering/designand environmentd anayssfor afuturelight rail
system between the cities of Spokane, Spokane Valley and Liberty
Lake. Theuseof exigting resourcesfor thislimited purposewill not
result inadecreaseinthelevd of overal current fixed route,
paratrangt and rideshare services, nor an increasein the current
trangt sdestax.

0 City of Spokane Charter Amendment on procedure
regarding recal dectionsof dected officidsfor violaion of the
City’'sCodeof Ethics

LVWSA

Forums

ItisForum season.... LWV SA will be part of two separate Forums
LWV Forum with CityCable5—0On October 11 & 12 LWV
will hogt aGenera Election Forumthat will betaped by City of
Spokane, CityCable 5. Both sessonsdart at 5:30 p.m. The
sessonswill berebroadcast severd timeson CityCable 5. The
schedulefor theForumis:

October 11 — Washington Sate L egidative races, Sarting
with State Senate, Didtrict 6 (Brad Benson & ChrisMarr),
followed by the State Representatives— Didtrict 6 #1 (Don Barlow
& John Serben), Didrict 6 #2 (John Ahern & Barbara Lampert),
Didrict 3#1 (LauraCarder & Alex Wood), Digrict 4#2 (Lynn
Schindler & EdFoate). Following the candidates, therewill bepro
and con speskers on the three gate b lot issues and aswell asthe
twolocd issues.

October 12 — Spokane County races beginning with the
Spokane County Commissioner, Didtrict 3race—Phil Harris &
BonnieMager. Following will bethe Assessor (Ralph Baker &
Judy Personett), Auditor (Vicky Daton & MikeVolz), Prosacuting
Attorney (Bob Caruso & Steve Tucker), Treasurer (Skip Chilberg
& Bob Wrigley), and Sheriff (JamesHave & Ozzie Knezovich)

Following thoseraces, SpokaneDidrict Court judicia
candidateswill be presented — Position 3 (John Cooney & Mark
Laiminger), Postion4 (Patti Connolly Walker & Mary Logan),
Position 5 (Gregory Tripp & Jffrey Ledie), Position 6 (Debra

Continuedonpage3

Unit M eetings
Remember, any member / potential member may attend any Unit
Oct. 9 Unit7&912:30 p.m. 221 East Rockwood Blvd.

Sibyl Disch 747-4008
Oct. 12 Unit5 9:30am. LWV Office 2404 North Howard
Martha Preecs 3254725

Units3and 4 will not meet a thereregular times (dueto the conflict
with the Genera Election Forum on October 12). Membersare
advised to either atend another unit meeting, or be sureto be et the
Forum on October 11 when the Ballot Issueswill be presented.
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President’sPer spective...

Sometimewhen | amoverwhemedwithdl that thereistodo,
espedidly duringthisbusy dection season, theaffirmation comes
from an unexpected place.

Whilel wassttingdowntoawork meetingwithafdlow recyder,
henoted that | had been apart of “ that candidateforumonTV.”
I confirmed that he was indeed talking about our Primary
Candidate Forum and he said that he had happened onto the
program, andjust wetched theentirething. Hesaidthat watching
that forumhad redlly helped himmakeup hismind!

OnMonday, September 25", Sandy Paineand | had thepleasure
of attending theluncheonfor the Senate Committee Assembly.

With regard to a Spokane County Voter’s Pamphlet, | had
responded to arequest from Paul Brandt totestify at aspecia
hearing conducted by the County Commissioners. Atthattime,
the Commissonersdidnot voteinfavor of theprinted pamphlet
(that would be produced through agrant fromHAVA). Since
that time, both the Commiss onersand our Leagueofficerecaived
numerousphonecals. Sandy calledthe Commissonerstolet
them know of the number of callsto our Leagueofficeaone.
Sandy received afollow-up call fromthe Commissonersoffice
saying that therewill now beaprinted VVoters Pamphlet mailed
toeachregistered voter inthe County!

It seemstoall add up—weareinvolvedinwhat wedotohelp
provideVoter Serviceinour community. Now, if | couldjust get
my kidsto besuretoreturntheir ballots!

Ann Murphy

Splintersfrom the Board
l Treasurer’sReport:

Checking$358.83  Savings$4,656.76
l M ember ship Totals:
Local 72 National 12  Total 84

Unit Meeting Attendance: 22
32 membershave paid their dues. Remainder of
duesneed to be paid now.

[ Ann Mur phy and Sandy Painewill attend the
luncheon for the Washington State Senateand
stafferson Sept. 25.

Pam Behring will attend the Washington Tax
Coadlition Workshop on Sept.24.

Postershave been distributed for the Library
Foundation Forum on Oct. 18.

Sandy Haupt will bedesigning signage and holiday
invitationswith the Leaguelogo.

150 phonecallswerereceivedintheoffice
requesting and debating theimportance of acounty
voterspamphlet for the primary.

[ Pam Behring, Mary Lloyd and Ann Mur phy
will speak with current legislatorson transportation
ISSues.

(N N R A R B

Quotable Quote
“Oneof thependtiesof refusingto participatein politicsis
that you end up being governed by your inferiors.” Plaio

Tax Facts:

Themost common methodsof raising revenuefor date
government can becompared to athree-legged stool :
income, salesand property taxes. Thegateof Washington
hasatwo-legged stool fromwhich gpproximately 53% of
daterevenuesrely on sestaxes. A salestaxisconsdered
“regressve’ becauseit digoroportionately affectslow-
incomepersons. Example: InWashington State, house-
holdsearning $25,000 (lowest 20% of population) pay
8.5% of thelr incomein gatetaxes, mostly sdesandsin
taxes. Thoseinthe upper 20% (incomesof $150,000) pay
5.8%. Theaveragesfor theUnited Statesare

Water Drops
é P

City of Spokane Master Shorelines Pro&am: ‘

e OpenHouse, October 19, 2006, 5:30—7:30 PM,
West Central Community Center, 1603 N Belt Street.

» “SpokaneBuilding Blocks’ ShorelineUpdate,
CityCable5, DVD availableat 625-6300.

*  Websitewww.spokaneplanning.org/, click on
“ShorelinesUpdate.”

Spokane River

Clean Water Wor kshop
Saturday Nov. 4, 2006
9am - 3 pm a Gonzaga Law Schoal
721 N. Cincinnati St.

Learn about water issues and how to be an
advocate for the river. The workshop is free, but
you are asked to register for the free lunch, call
328-8144 or go to www.info@spokaneriver.net

Alice Stolz

8%for low incomeand 9.10% for upper :'_f%_.’
income: PamBehring "ﬁ
LVWSA

The LWV VOTER is published monthly except in the summer

by the League of Women Voters of the Sookane Area, 2404 N.
Howard S. Sookane WA 99205. Members of the League of Women
\oters of the Spokane Area subscribe through their annual dues.
The League of Women \otersis a nonpartisan political organiza-
tion which encourages the informed and active participation of
citizens in government and influences public policy through
education and advocacy. Any citizen, 18 or older, may join the
League of Women \oters.
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Member Profile Section

Vivian Winston, alife member of League of Women Voters,
has been recognized by the WWomen Hel ping Women Fund.
The WHWF has established a scholarship in honor of Vivian
that will provide help with childcare to women going back to
school to complete an undergraduate degree. The scholarship
was announced at the annual luncheon in May. Anyone
wishing to donate can make the donation out to the WHWF /
Vivian Winston Scholarship Fund and mail it to the WHWF
office, 1315 N. Napa Street, Spokane, WA 99202. Vivianis
one of the co-founders of the Women Hel ping Women Fund,
and along time advocate for women and children. Vivian
recently celebrated her 95" birthday. Thank you Vivian for al
that you are, and have been! AnnMurphy

Jean Wellsisdoing well but has been busy caring for her
father. She has, however, registered voters and distributed
information on theinitiativesat Coeur d’ Alene Park on July 20
at the request of Voices and Children’sAlliance. Shewill be
the timer at the candidate forum held October 5 at Northeast
Community Center. Thank you, Jean, for your contributionsto
League. Pam Behring

Growth M anagement

»  City of Spokane Planning Services Department news
letter Plan It Spokane. Toreceiveby mail or
electronicaly, call 625-6016.

»  Tomonitor development gpplications/permits/variances,
etc., go to website www.spokaneplanning.org/ and
click on box at the bottom of the sitetitled “ Planning
Application Summary Sheets, File#: PASS (for short).”

»  Spokane County Building and Planning newd etter
PlanningAhead. Tobeonthemailing list,
call 477-3675.

»  Comprehensive Plan Update:
www.spokanecounty.org/bp/, whereyou see” View the
information and commentssubmitted for theFive Year
Update of the Comprehensive Plan map and text. The
updateisfor years 2006-2026,” click on“click here

Continuedfrompagel

Hayes& MikeNeson). Theeveningwill closewith the candidates
for US Representative, Didrict 5 - Peter Goldmark & Cathy
McMorris.

The rebroadcast schedule:

1013  9:00p.m. County Offices

1014 3:30p.m. Sate Leg/US Rep
5:00p.m. Didrict Court Judges
830p.m. Bdlot Issues

1016  9:30am. County Offices

1017  9:.00p.m. Ballot Issues

1020 9:.00p.m. Digtrict Court Judges

1021  830pm. Sate Leg/US Rep

1022 10:30am. County Offices
12:.00p.m. Bdlot Issues

1026 11:30am. Didtrict Court Judges
830p.m. Sate Leg/US Rep

1027 9:.00p.m. Ballot Issues

1028  4:00p.m. Didrict Court Judges
830p.m. County Offices

1029 10:00am. Sate Leg/US Rep

November replay TBA

Town Hall Candidate Forum — October 18 (7:00 — 8:30
p.m.). The SpokanePublic Library Foundation aongwiththe
Spokane Public Library and LWV SA will host aforumfor the
candidatesin the County Commissioner race, the State Senate
(Didrict 6) and House of Representatives (Didrict 3& 6). The
Forumwill be et the Downtown Public Library (906 W. ManAve).
Quedtionswill comefromtheditizensin atendanceand aninforma
receptionwill follow.

For another perspective with the candidates, catch the Chase Youth
Forumon CityCable5—-10/21 (12:30p.m.), 10/22 (2:30 p.m.) and
10/31 (8 p.m.)

Plan to come out and join inthe Forums—they redlly are great and
informativeevents

for more....” I PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES BY NOV. 1ST! I'!
Alice Solz L Or call Betty Banks at 326-3442 3
____________________ = —————— s = = T ST
MEMBERSHIP FORM f Please make check payable to & mail to:
YES, | want to join The L eague of Women Voters of the SpokaneArea LWVSA 2404 N. Howard St. Spokane, WA 99205
Name: $65. Individual
distribution
Address: Local $21.70
State $18
City: Zip: Nat'l $26.30
i ) $100. Household
Phone-- Home: Work: $100. Sustaining Member
. . $150. Benefactor
Fax: e-mail: $ 45. Student Rate
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"W THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF THE SPOKANE AREA

2404 N. Howard
Spokane, WA 99205

(509) 326-8026
WWW.LWVWA .ORG/SPOK ANE

/ LWV/Spokane Area \

Co-Presidents:

Ann Murphy & Sandy Paine
Secretary:

Sandy Haupt TO:
Tressurer:

Betty Banks

Directors.

Pam Behring, Nancy O’K eeffe
Nominating Committee:

ChrisClark, Chair, & Suzi Hokonson

. J

Cal a']dar L ooking Ahead -Unit meetingsin November will be
discusson onthe State Sudy on Election Reform. You can
get your own copy onHlineat: www.lwvwa.org. Someprint
copieswill beavailableat your October Unit meetings. This
will beaconsensusstudy andthenext VOTERwill have

Oct. 11 & 12 Generd Election Forumw/ CityCable5
Oct. 10-12  BdlotIssuesUnit Meetings

Oct. 18 Forumw/ Library Foundation . :
Oct. 19 LWV SA Board Mesting, 5:30 p.m. at moreinformetion
LWV office.
Oct. 24 UN Day Dinner ‘ UN DAY DINNER
Ballot | ssues presentation Tuesday Oct  24th
(*NeedtoKnow” group), Mukogawa Fo};t Wright Commons
Emanua Lutheran, 6 pm $2500
Nov. 4 Spokane River Clean Water Workshop Keynote speaker: Deb Harper, MD
(seepage 2) ‘Maternal Health & Well-Being:
Nov. 7 Election Day A Cornerstone of the Millennium Development Goals.
Nov.9& 13  Unit Mesetings—Election Reform For More Info: Jane Bowen, Treasurer (534-5253)
Nov. 16 LWV SA Board Meeting, 5:30 pm at
LWV office pEEmm—m——————————————a
Nov. 28 L egidativeL uncheon I at the October unit meetingsand at the Election Forums. 1
I For those membersnot attending those meetings, the |
I Handbook will bemailed. |

PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES BY NOV. 1ST! ! ! e e, —, —,, —,,—,—,—,—,—,—,———
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