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This Newsletter published by and for the League of Women Voters of Yakima County

MISSION STATEMENT

The League of Women Voters, a nonparti-
san political organization, encourages the
informed and active participation of citi-
zens in government and influences public
policy through education and advocacy.

VISION

To empower citizens to shape

better communities worldwide.

OFFICERS

President: Cynthia Garrick
1st Vice Pres: Mary Crago
2nd Vice Pres: (Vacant)
Secretary: Karen Pilon
Treasurer: Janis Luvaas

Board of Directors

Doris Ayyoub
Jackie Call
Jackie Hertel
Kitty Jubran
Becky Scholl
Elaine Smith
Millie Stenejhem

Voter Editor : Elaine Smith

WEB Sites

1 Secretary of State:

E www.secstate.wa.gov/

= Yakima Co. Auditor:
www.co.yakima.wa.us/auditor/

* LWWWA: www.lwywa.org
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Upcoming Event

The LWVYC 2010 FUNDRAISER
will be held

Friday Oct. 29th, 7 to 9 pm.

Our guided tours of the
Capitol Theater will be among the

first looks at the theater’s new additions such
as The Black Box Theater.

Steve Caffrey
is speaking and organizing tours.
$20 per person, $35 per couple.
Wine from Kana Winery sold by the glass.

We need help from all of our members
to provide desserts with a local flavor.

Please contact Jackie Hertel 469 4458.
jhertel117@msn.com

INSIDE
Announcements, Reports and State League

Election Issue Recommendations




ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wednesday October 6th. 5 :30 pm to 7:30 pm. Meet the CANDIDATES

In the NOVEMBER, 2010 Election. Location TBA

Thursday Oct. 14th . League Board Meeting, Unitarian Church. Linnea
Hirst, LWVWA State President , will be our guest. Reception to follow.

Becky Scholl is now planning for a Reception to Honor the Legendary
Leadership of the local League. Volunteers welcome.

/ Kitty’s Column \

OUR SUMMER TEA

Wow! Kitty and Elaine’s July 21st Members’ gathering was a great
success. There were 4 members plus 4 non-members in attendance.
A brief, informal history of the League’s formation was offered as well
as information on up-coming events. TRYs and League registration
forms were available.

The ebb and flow of conversation covered issues confronting women,
young people’s ideas of society and means to recruit new members.
And the conversation continued well past the designated hour for the
tea.

The mix of opinions in the group stirred up some dynamic thinking
about out-reach to those who could help revitalize the League. The
exchange was stimulating to everyone there. | hope our new contacts

\ii” join us soon. Good luck to those holding their teas this fall. Kitty
J -/

ubran



Yakima County League Primary “Meet and Greet”,

July 28th, 2010.

The Yakima County League held a candidates “Meet and
Greet” event on July 28t for Yakima County primary can-
didates including the Yakima County offices, the 13th, 14th
and 15t Legislative District races for the state Legislature
and the 4th Congressional District candidates for the
House of Representatives. We also invited Judicial candi-
dates for the District 4 Judicial primary race where there
were three primary candidates. Of the thirty (30) plus can-
didates invited, twenty-two (22) turned out for our event.
The event was chaired by Cynthia Garrick, President.

Seventy-two (72) persons attended the event, including
the candidates. The process and the event were instruc-
tive and invigorating for the participating League mem-
bers. And, we received many positive comment from the
candidates and the public.

Event organizers were Jackie Hertel, Kitty Jubran and
Elaine Smith. Event volunteers included Jackie Call, Joyce
Dennison, Karen Pilon, and Millie Stenejhem




August 30, 2010
League of Women Voters of Washington’s
Positions on the Statewide Ballot Measures for the November 2, 2010 General Election
SUPPORT: R-52, 1-1098
OPPOSE: 1-1053, 1-1100, 1-1105, 1-1107
TAKE NO POSITION: 1-1082, HJR4220
See details below

The League of Women Voters of Washington Board of Directors has voted to support

Referendum Bill 52: Engrossed House Bill 2561 passed the 2010 legislature and was signed by Governor
Gregoire. The bill was named the Jobs Act. The bill provides for state general obligation bonds of up to
$505 million to fund energy efficiency projects in the state's K-12 schools and higher education facilities.
The bonds would be funded by extending the current state tax on bottled water beyond its current expira-
tion date of 2013. Because this bonding amount exceeds the state's current debt limit, the bill must be sub-

mitted to the state's voters.

The national League's positions on Natural Resources, particularly those related to global climate change,
together with the extensive work the national League has done in support of national climate change legis-
lation, are the basis for League to support Referendum 52. LWVWA supported EHB 2561 in the 2010 leg-
islative session.

Initiative 1098: concerns establishing a state income tax and reducing other taxes. This measure would
tax “adjusted gross income” above $200,000 (individuals) and $400,000 (joint-filers), reduce state property
tax levies, reduce certain business and occupation taxes, and direct any increased revenues to education
and health.

League of Women Voters of Washington position on tax structure states: Inequities in the distribu-
tion of the tax burden should be removed. Ability to pay is an important criterion. Flexibility and recognition
of changing times and needs is important in tax policy. Income should be part of the tax base preferably

through a graduated net income tax.

INITIATIVE 1098 — LWVA SUPPORTS

This is sometimes called, by the flippant, the Robin Hood tax - take from
the rich and give to the poor. But it is being led, pushed, cajoled through
by Bill Gates, Sr., who has intimate knowledge of who the rich are in this
state! Note that it conforms to the long-studied tax positions of the
League of Women Voters of Washington. Joyce Dennison

The League of Women Voters of Washington Board of Directors has voted to oppose
Initiative 1053: concerns tax and fee increases imposed by state government. This measure would
restate existing statutory requirements that legislative actions raising taxes must be approved by two-thirds

legislative maijorities or receive voter approval, and that new or increased fees require majority legislative
approval.

National League position includes that government must have the knowledge, resources and power
to make decisions that meet citizens needs and reconcile conflicting interests and priorities, and it must be
able to function in an efficient manner with a minimum of conflict, wasted time and duplication of effort.




Oppose (Continued)

Initiative Measure No. 1100 concerns liquor (beer, wine and spirits). This measure would close
state liquor stores; authorize sale, distribution, and importation of spirits by private parties; and repeal cer-
tain requirements that govern the business operations of beer and wine distributors and producers.

According to the Office of Financial Management, I-1100 would lower state revenue approximately
$25 million per year through the privatization of liquor.

Initiative Measure No. 1105 concerns liquor (beer, wine and spirits). This measure would close all
state liquor stores and license private parties to sell or distribute spirits. It would revise laws concerning
regulation, taxation and government revenues from distribution and sale of spirits.

According to the Office of Financial Management, I-1105 would lower state revenue approximately
$100 million per year through the privatization of liquor.

Initiative 1107 concerns reversing certain 2010 amendments to state tax laws. This measure
would end sales tax on candy; end temporary sales tax on some bottled water; end temporary excise
taxes on carbonated beverages; and reduce tax rates for certain food processors.

According to the Office of Financial Management, I-1107 would lower state tax revenue by 55 mil-

lion in the current fiscal year and $218 million in the upcoming biennium by removing the tax on candy &
gum, bottled water, soda and reinstating tax loopholes.

League believes all initiatives proposed should “require how revenue losses or budget in
creases might be covered, either through program cuts or increases in revenue sources.”  (League
Position on Initiatives, IR-4)

The League of Women Voters of Washington Board of Directors has voted to
take no position on

Initiative 1082 concerns industrial insurance. This measure would authorize employers to pur-
chase private industrial insurance beginning July 1, 2012; direct the legislature to enact conforming legis-
lation by March 1, 2012; and eliminate the worker-paid share of medical-benefit premiums.

Engrossed Substitute House Joint Resolution 4220. The legislature has proposed a constitu-
tional amendment on denying bail for persons charged with certain criminal offenses. This amendment

would authorize courts to deny bail for offenses punishable by the possibility of life in prison, on clear and
convincing evidence of a propensity for violence that would likely endanger persons.

While League has no positions that directly address these issues, we do have concerns about
both of them.

On 1-1082, if the federal government does not provide sufficient resources, then the state government
must assume that responsibility. There is a question as to whether the state would have the resources if
private insurance chose not to cover, and the federal government didn’t sufficiently cover.

On ESHJR 4220, we are concerned about modifying constitutional protection to bail without full vetting.
This constitutional amendment came about because of a very tragic incident rather than because over
time, the legislature considered a problem and sought a solution.




League of Women Voters Of Yakima County
PO Box 723

Yakima, WA 98907

Phone: (509) 452-3419

Return Service Requested

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF YAKIMA
COUNTY

Cordially invites you to: JOIN US!

Name:

Adress:

Phone:

E-Mail:

Membership Categories:
g $10 Student Associate
$60 Basic
$70 Contributing
$80 Supporting
$40 Each additional family member
at the same residence

[] Student Associate is not a voting member

Observer Corps Opportunities

Yakima County Commissioners
Yakima City Council Chambers
Tuesdays, 10 am

129 North 2nd Street 574 1500
yakima county.us/cmrs/

Yakima City Council

1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6 pm

(See Y Pac, Cable 22 for broadcasts)

Yakima City Council Chambers

129 North 2nd Street 575 6050 ci.yakima.wa.us/
council/

Please call Jackie Call, Mary Crago, Jackie Hertel, or
Marilyn Shearer for forms and information to get
started.




