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Appreciation for the League

Here is a nice comment from a member of the
public (and a blogger) in response to our fall

election efforts. He is referring to the Home
Rule Forum (see Criss Bardell's report follow-
ing) and the City Council Candidates Recep-
tion held at the 4th Street Theater, October
20th, where we had the opportunity to hear
Kathy Coffey, Rick Ensey, George Pechtel,
Richard Marcley, and Sara Bristol describe
themselves and their objectives as candi-
dates.

Greg Spearing: “l can hardly express my
gratitude enough for the League's presence
in Yakima in what is too often an echo cham-
ber of partisan closed-mindedness and preju-
dice. Add to that the opportunity to hear can-
didates present themselves and their ideas
and your group has done a ton of service for
the community. The League's endorsement of
Prop.1 Home Rule exemplifies the triumph of
principles and courage over politics....

Thank you and the entire League of
Women Voters once again for your service to
the public and providing me an opportunity to
watch, question and learn. Yakima Herald-
Republic, November, 2011.




LWVYC Yakima County Home Rule Forum October 7, 2011

On Tuesday, October 11, a standing room only crowd attended a LWVYC
sponsored Home Rule (Proposition 1) forum at the county Conference Center on
North 1°' Street. Proposition 1isa “proposal to frame a home rule Charter for
Yakima County. If approved, a board of 15 freeholders would be elected for the
purpose of drafting a home rule charter for submission to the voters of Yakima
County to adopt or reject pursuant to Article XI, Section 4, of the WA State Consti-
tution” ( Yakima County Official Local Voters Pamphlet).

Proponents speaking in favor of Proposition 1 were Neil McClure and Larry
Matson. Opponents speaking against were Bruce Smith and Representative
Charles Ross. The forum was moderated by Matt Fairbank of the Dispute Resolu-
tion Center.

Rep. Ross shared the praise he heard from state agencies for the quick re-
sponse from Yakima County government following the Nile Valley slide. He be-
lieves county government is working well and the home rule process would lead
to a more cumbersome system and higher costs. He acknowledged that the
home rule process was great in theory, but felt this was not the right time, as the
process would cost monies badly needed to fund basic Yakima County services
and responsibilities. He believes from his experience that the bigger the govern-
ment, the harder it is to accomplish anything.

Bruce Smith stated that Prop 1 was being funded and supported by Win-Win,
a Seattle Igroup hoping to shift Yakima government to a more liberal slant. He
said this group also provided major funding to the Yakima city Prop 1 which
would have required all city council members to be elected from specific areas of
the city (¢his was defeated in the last election). Smith claimed that the local De-
mocratic Party was in support of Prop 1, most freeholder candidates were from
the Democratic Party, and backers were attempting to “change the rules of
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the game” in this more conservative county. He thought the process would be
cumbersome, taking 2 years per the state law, and would inevitably lead to a
bloated county government of 8-10-12 commissioners plus a paid administrator
rather than the streamlined 3 commissioners currently in place. He believes this

would make county government less responsive to local citizens.

Neil McClure, speaking in favor of Prop 1, reviewed the WA State Law written
over 100 years ago allowing for citizen review of local government structure
through the Home Rule process. He noted that 9,700 registered Yakima County
voters had signed the petition to put the proposal on the ballot. He stated his
belief that local government can work better than it does now. He noted that the
ballot measure does not authorize any funding, and that the freeholders would
not hold paid positions. He believes the process is important and that a thorough
review of county government structure would lead to improvements where
needed. He noted past commissioner decisions that he felt were made with insuf-
ficient review and input which led to serious problems for the County.

Larry Matson noted that all freeholder candidates were local residents, and
that local voters would have the final say in approving or disapproving any
County Charter the freeholders proposed. He acknowledged that, if approved,
the process would require some support from the County Attorney, and that lim-
ited secretarial support would be required for keeping minutes and writing agen-
das. He noted that the freeholder positions did not require any political party af-
filiation to appear on the ballot, and it was wrong to assume all or most of the
candidates were Democrats or liberal-leaning persons.

There was time at the forum for a few questions from the audience. I have in-
corporated the responses from the forum participants in the summary of their

responses above. Respectfully submitted by Criss Bardill.
NOTE: a YPAC CD of the event is available for viewing. Contact the League
Office to request the copy. 509452 3419 Page 3




Yakima’s Dia de los Muertos and the League
Photos and text by Larry Breer of the LWVYC Downtown Committee

Brilliantly colored blankets, beads, flowers, drinks, tools, pictures, photos,
favorite expressions, sugar skulls, skeletons, clothing, newspaper clippings,
rubbings and more, adorned 35 altars displayed on East Yakima Avenue on

All Soul’s Day,

November 2nd celebraties Yakima’s Dia de Los Muertos and Day of the
Dead. For the first time, the local League contributed the event with an al-

tar “to the death of civility.” Other Dia altars were located around the city.

To celebrate the event, the LWV Yakima County Downtown Committee in-
vited League members and the general public to join them at the altars
honoring the dead. Escorted around the altars, the League’s twenty -nine
attendees were enlightened about their purpose and entertained by our

hosts.

Margret Luera of the Yakima/Morelia Sister City Association heads the Dia
de los Muertos exhibit . Aurora Pena Torres costumed as Catrina, or Lady
Death explained the figure she portrayed. Altars are dedicated to specific

individuals, to events, to nationalities or to mileposts in history.

Following the altar tour, we gathered at Santiago’s for tapas, dessert and
conversation. It was a very satisfying meal.

Members of the Downtown Committee are Cynthia Garrick, Sister Mary
Ellen Robinson, Bev Luby Bartz, Marilyn Shearer, Jackie Hertel, Lynn Kittle-

son, Mary Stephenson, and Jackie Call, Chair.
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Margaret Luera

Lady Death and

her guests
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